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TO THE
Right Honourable Lady

ELIZABETH,

Countefs Dawager of Clare.

MADAM,

T was a wery werciful Pro-
widence,which bronght yonr
Honour to ‘your :dear Mo«

thers affiftance, it ber dying
ficknefs 5 by which, as yon badthe
pleafure of recreating her Spirit
with your prefence, and of giving
an bigh Demonftration of your
Piety to ber, in ber low and weak
Jrate of body (a wertue of great
price with Gody and remarkably
rewarded by bim, even inthis life)
A - So
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So alfo the happine[s of being an
cye witne[s to ber Chriftian De-
portment, in her ﬂyarpcﬁ Pains
aizd Agonies s how ber Faith and
Paticnce trinmphed over thens all 5
which, no dowbt,did much fweeten
1he forrow, that ber outward di-
firefs, infliCied upon your tender
Heart. And, indeed, it is 1o won-
der fo holy a Life, ould bave fo
Happy an end. Mark the perfedt
man, and behold the upright;
for the end of that man is Peacc.
This Pretions Saint bad made ber
Bed, before fbe was to Lye down
on it.  Long bad fbe becn gather-
ing thefe Spices (Graces 1 mean )
for her dying Neft 5 in the [weet
Odours of which, fhe at laft [o
Holily, and Peaceably, breathed

forth
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forth ber Gracions Soul, into the
Arms of ber beloved Sawviour.

And, now Madam, fecing

God

hath determined your Will, by de-
claring bis, it will bighly become

your Honour to bear ber De-
ceafe, as Saint Hicrom did
the death of -the Noble
Paula, whom be [0 much ho-
noured for ber Piety. - Not
by Mourning you hawve boft,
but by Praifing God you had
fo Pretions a Saint to be yonr
Mother 5 and that you had

Non M2remus
?ubd telem ami-
imus, (ed gratias
agimus,qudd ha.
buimus, imd ha.
bcmus Dco enim
vivunt omnia, &
quzcau:d revertis
tur ad Dominum,
in familiz nume-
ro _computaur,
Epift. 29, Epiraph
Paule Matris,

ber fo long, even to live to [ee,and
give ber Blefling to your Chil-
drens Children, before her depar-
tures yea, thatyou have ber fHill.
Is there no way to bave onr
Friends, unlefs we hawve them in
our fight 2 She is not loft,that fill

lives
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~ Jives. Her deathwas the end of
ber Mortality, but there is no end
of ber Life. Inher Spirit, fbe
lives in Heaven with God,to whom
fbe lived on Earth. In her good

Name, fbe lives with all that knew
" ber, or beard of ber admirable
Piety. This like an after beam
of the Sun-fett, followed bher, to
her bed of the Grave, and fill
fbines to ber Hononr. The me-
mory of the juft is bleffed, though
the name of the wicked rots, even
while it is remembred; as the
name of Pilate doth in the Creed,
to big reproach and curfe. And
as ta her Vertues, fbe lives in
your felf, and in as many other of
her Noble Defcendants, as imitate
ber Piety. It joyed this Bleffed
Saint while alive, that [be fhonld

leave
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leave ber [wrwiving Children,
and [o many of ber Grand-Chil-
dren, walking in the Truth.  And
if an Heathen took fuch bigh
content, that the Hononr which be
arrived to, befel bim, while his
Parents were yet living 5 whereby
they had a pleafure in [ecing bis
happinefs 5 How much more nay
it comfort the Pions Relations of
this Saint,that this their Pretions
Parent, bad the joy of [ecing them
ennobled with Divine Grace, and
fo in their way to Heaven, before
her [elf went thither. I am [ure,
it hath beern an Heart-breaking-
forrow to fome Children, that they
 conwerted not to God, before their
Godly Parents bodies, were con-
werted into Duft 5 and thereby
canfe them to go fighing with for-

w
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Minime quidem

row to their Grawves 5 who, might
shey but firft hawe feen thens re-
claimed, wonld bawve gone down
t0 them finging for joy. Itisa
blefied fight, to behold Children,
efpecially of Noble Perfons, imi-
tating their Godly Parents Graces.
God is norefpe&ter of Per-

Deus eft accep- , : , )
tOTPCrfonamng: fons, Jet fdlfh Saint Ber

Nelcio tamenquo nard, I know not how it

ako, virws i
Nobili plus pia. comes to pafs, that Vertue

cet 5

an fori¢ 41y 2 Noble Perfon, doth

quia plus clarer 2 _
Epifl cxuil. «d more pleafe 5 Is it not bap-

Sophiam

nem;

virgi- : O
ly, becanfe itis more con-

fpicuous ¢ and fo more attra-
tive.  This Confideration made
me wiore veadily obey yonr Ho-
nours commands, in publifbing
thefe mean Papers s hoping that
this great Example of FPiety, in
fo Noble a Lady, together, with

the
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the Honour that attended ber to
the Grawe for it | may canfe fome
of bigh Birth, a litile wore, to
confider their grear miftake, in

thinking to overtake Hononr in

the divty paths of Prophanencfs

and Irveligion 5 and [obe mowved, -
at laft, to change theirway, and
turn into this clean voad of Piety 5
wherein this good Lady walking,
lived with fo much cfteens, and
dyed fo wonderfully lamented.
The charalter, that I bave here
given of her, is True, but not
full 5 nay, far (bort of ber worth.
Her Graces were of fo bigh a
ftrain, that Umay truly fay, what

. ‘ . * u. in
Saint ]erome did, concerning his fﬁ;ﬂ,,‘ﬁ,;
L . _ o x _+ tum, qui
ingenii, quid fan&iracis, quid puritatis invenerim 5 vcrc:ur di~
cere, ne fidem credulitatis cxcedam. Higron, Epx6, 4d Princip,

Virg,

COM=
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" commending Marcella, 2 Noble
Roman Lady. Iwas afraid to
fpeak_ all T knew of her Wifdom,
San&lity, Charity, and other Ex-
cellencies, left 1 [bould feem to
exceed thebelief of fome ;5 thofe, I
mean, who knew ber not 5 for as
any were more, and longer ac-
quainted with ber, fo their efti-
mate of her advanced bigher.
And muft not that Piece be ad-
mirably well drawn, which is moft
commended by thofe (if able to
judge) that ftand neareft , and
look_ longeft on it 2 And none, I
think, will deny, that famons light
of his Age, Bithop Uther, to have
been as able to judge in 1his cafe,
as any other 5 and what an high
efteems be bad of this Lady, and
ber Noble Lord and Husband
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alfo, appears, from a Letter writ-
ten by him, to ber, Forty years
ago, in which there is this paffage.
The thing that I have moft ad- FhisLee:
mired in your Noble Lord, is,wric, 4,
that {uch lowlinels of mind, and %5}
{uch an high pitch of a brave
Spirit, fhould be yoaked toge-
ther, and lodged in one Breaft.
And on the other fide, when I
refle& upon you; methinks, I
underftand that faying of the
Apoftle better, than I did.
That as the man is the Image and
Glory of God, fo the woman is
the Glory of the Man. And
to your comfort, let me add
this, That if I have any infight
in things of chis Nature, or have
any judgment to difcern of Spi-
tits; I have clearly beheld en-
“raven
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graven in your Soul, the Image
and Super{cription of my God.
Thus wrote this Excellent Per-
‘fon, whofe admirable judgment,.
may keep any fober Perfon from
shinking bim in this  bigh cha-
valler, guilty of raflmefs and
light credulity; and bis known
integrity is cnongh to free him
from all fufpicion of abufing bis
Pento any fervile flattery.  And
they, who knew the lowly Spirit of
this good Lady, and how ready
fbewas to be dejelted from an over
deep fence of her unworthinefs,
will find reafon to believe, that
this Man of God, gawe this Te-
ftimony of hery to her, as a Cor-
dial to revive her Hiimble Spirit ;
and therefore brinys it an with,
And this to your comfort I add.
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But I am too troublefom, I fear, to
your Honour 5 my bearty Prayers
are, that as you hawve begun, fo
you may go onin living your Mo-
thers Holy Lifes and that then
yow may, in a good Old Age, dye
ber bappy death, with much Peace
and Honour.  And that fo.long,
as you fball hawve a Pofterity live
on Earth, your good Mother may
never be Dead 5 but nay from Ge-
ueration, to Generation,bave thofe
defcending from her, that will
keep her Name, and Pretions Ex-
ample alive, by a due Veneration

f the oney and Pions imitation of
he other.

| Madam,

fenbam, T am your Honours
’4"’)'3.

1671, moft Humble Servant,
We GORNALL.,
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1 Cor. 15. §8.

For as wnch as ye know that your labour
is not in vain in the Lord.

i

HAT Luther faid of Juftifi-
cation by Faith, that may we
concerning the Refurrection

of the dead, Articulus eft Ecclefie flan-
tis, ant cadentirs it 1s an Article with
which the church ftandeth or falleths
Yet {o foul an errour had taken the
head of fome Members in the Church
of Corinth, as to deny this grand Truth,
which St Panl calls in apnother place,
one of the principles of the Dollrine of
Chrift: bow fay fome among you, there
is no Refurreifion of the dead? z. 12,

B And

Heb, §.
2.
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And, is it not firange, that fuch who
profefled to believe the; RefurreCtivn
of Chrift fhould deny their own! but
much more, that any in the Church of
corinth (efpecially in thofe early days)
(hould have fuch a darknefs found up-
on their minds, who (tood {o near the
rifing Sun? and that while St Paul-
himfelf was yet alive, who had planted
this Church3 by this we fee, though
Truth is errours elder, yet errour is

not much Truths younger. Though

the Gofpel-Church was purelt in the
Primitive times, yet it {oon began to
corrupt in its Members. Not unapt
thercfore was his faying, who compared
(in this refpe ) the gathering of
Churches to the gathering of Apples,
which when firt gathered, may ap-
pear all fair and found, but then with-
in a while, fome amongft them begin
tb peck , and others to difcover their
rottinnefs.  No doubt: this Church of
Corinth, and o others gathered by the
relt of the dpofiles, appeared 1 their

Members very found in the faith, and
fair
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fair in their lives at their firft embrace-
ing of the Gofpels yet fome we fee
did thus foon difcover corruption in
both. Now to recover the tainted,
and efpecially to preferve the found
from this dangerous infetion, the

Apofile {uts himfelf to defend this Arti-

cle of our Faith, well knowing, that

this was a blow made at the root of

Chriftianity 5 which mult needs fall to
the ground, if this cannot be maintain-
ed 5 and he doth it with fuch invinct-
ble arguments, that if any Heretick
fhall now deny it, the reafon cannot
be deficiency in the proof here given,
but rather a criminous confcience mn

himfelf, which makes him on his own .

defence, deny @ Refirreition, for fear
of the Tudgment which attendsit.

Now the Apofile having done this,
and withal thewn the glorious array, in
which the saints (hall arife out of their
beds of duft: he then 2. 55. fings his
txwinioy, of trinmphant fong over Death,
and out-braves this King of Terroursto
hisface, thatiswont to kecp the hearts

B2 of
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of poor Mortals in the miferable bon-
dage of a flavith fear. = 0 Death where
is thy fling? O Grave, where is thy vi-
orye  As if he had faid, Death do
now thy worft , we fear theenot: thou
mayelt indeed get us into thy hands,
but thou canft not long keep us in thy
power, fall we (hall into the Grave,
but we fall to rife again, and when we
arife out of our Graves, then fhalt thou
Death fall into thy Grave, never to
arife again. Then . 37. he fings with
an holy ravifhment ot joy the praifes
of God, and Chrift our Redeemer, by
whofe atchievement this glorious victo-
ry over death is won: The fling of
Death is 8in, andthe [lrength of Sinis
the Laws but thanks be to God , which
giveth us the victory , through eur Lord
“Jefus chrifi. This indeed is our David,
who cut off the head of this Goliah with
his own fword, killed Death by falling
dead upon it3 he unftung this Serpent
by receiving its {ting into his own blef-
ed body. He overcame this great Con-
querour, by fubmitting himfelf for a

time



of & Cheittian,

time to be conquered by it; when Chrift
loft his life, then his whole Army of
Saints won the day. Death now to
them is no death, that which was their
punifhment as Sinners, is now their pri-
viledge as Saints. That which {tood
among(t the threatnings of the Law,and
was the moft formidable of them all,
hath now changed its place, and isgot
among(t the promiles of the Gofpel. 4ll
things are yours, or Lif¢ or Death. 1 Cor.
3. 21. So pretious an oyl doth our
Apoltle extraét from this [lain Scorpions
[0 fweet an honey comb doth he find
in this dead Lyons brealt, and gives it
into the hand of the Saints, to go eat-
ing of it, to their unfpeakable joy and
somfort: but, isthis victory over Death
only matter of joy and comfort unto
delievers? Oh nos Bleffed art thon 0
Land, when thy Princes cat for firength,
tnd not for drunkennefss and,blefled art
hou O Emanuels Land, when thy Saints
ced on the priviledges and promifes of
heGofpel,not to make them drunk with
’ride, nor to lay them afleep in Sloths
B 3 but
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but to refrefh them to run the Race fet
before them, and the Joy of the Lotd.
becomes their ftrength 5 the Apofle
therefore goes on to improve and
clofe up his difcourfe on this {ubjett
with.an Exhortation to Duty 5 There-
fore , my beloved brethren 5 be jye fled-
faft, always abounding in the work of
ihe Lord , that is, be ftedfalt 1n the
faith of the Gofpel, and efpecially n
the belief of this particular Article of
our Chriftian faith , the Refurrection
of the dead, and then live up unto
this belief 3 walk and workas for God
while you live , as believing you
(hall, when dead, rife again. Now
my Text hath the nature of a pow:
erful Argument to inforce this Ex-
hortation upon them, for as #nch as ge
know, that your labour is not in wain in
the Lord.

In which words thefe two things are
obfervable.  Firs#, the Nature and
Quality of the (ervice or wotk of God,
it isa Labonr 5 the Apoftle changeth the
the word égyon, 4. e Work , which h&

ha
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had ufed in the Exhortation immedi-
ately preceding into this of Labour,
and that not #4@, which fignifies any
ordinary labour but x67@-, which im-
ports the hardeft of labour 3 Negotinss,
quod nos cadit & quafi vires frangit,
[aith an Etymoligiff, and this we may
-onceive to pre-occupate an Objection
of fuch that could be willing to dofome
work, but afraid of meeting with too
nuch labour.

Secondly , Here is the reward that
Weetens this labour, and may make the
Chriftian more eafily fubmit unto it.
“or as much as ye know your labour fhalk
10t be in wain in the Lord. In which,
irft, here is the certanty of the re-
vard, dfre, knowing , or ye know, your
thonr 78 not im wain. It i1s not an un-
ertain {urmife, taken up by a felf-
lattering hope from fome eafie ground
f a wealc fortaffis, or may bes but ye
now it upon mfallible groundss ye
loubt no more of the being of another
Vorld, where God will reward his
aithful labourers, then ye do of the

B 4 bt
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being, of this which you fee with your
bodily eyes, and live at prefent in,
Here you know it, though here you
do not receive it.  Secondly, the tranf
cendency of this reward, 'tis agreat re-
ward as well as fure. For there 152,
arbrne in this Phrafe, an elegant figure
in Rhetorick , wherein more is meant
than is (poken : the words found low,
but the fenfe is high. You (hall not
lofe your labour , thatis, you (hall be
infinite gainers by it, you (hall receive
a reward greater than now you can ¢
ceive.  Thus i our own Language
we are wont to fpeak, when we would
make one willing to do a work we fet
them about, we'll fay to him, you (hal
not repent doing of it, you {hall not
be a lofer , or work for nothing 5 in
which we intend more than we exprefs,
that it fhall redound to his great
advantage. Thus here under this ex-
pre(fion , your labour s not in vain, 15
intended no lefs than* Heaven, that ex-
cceding great and eternal weight of
glory , which no tongue of men ar
| ' Angels
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Angels can exprefs how great it is.
Firft of the firf, the nature or qua-
lity of the Chriftians works his work is
a labour, and fo will every one findit,
that means to be faithful in doing of i,
Man 15 born to labour , and the Chri-
{tian i1s not born again tobeidles God
fcnds not his fervants into the World
as a Play-houfe, but Work-houfesand
fuch a work it is which he appoints
them , as is not an idle mans bufinefs,
that may be done fitting at his cale on
the chair of f{loth , but requires his
greatelt pains and diligence 5 therefore
Chriftianity is in Scripture compared
to the moft toylfom imployments ; isit
a labour to run a race., which f{trains
all parts of a mans body 5 what is it
then to run this {piritual race, which
is every ftep of the way up-hill, and
ftraineth not legs and lungs asthe other
doth, but faith and patience which is
a harder exercife ? Isthe Husbandmans
work laborious to plow up his fhiff
ground, and with many a weary ftep
to go lowing his heavy land, efpecially
' in
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in a wet feafon® what then 1Is the
Chriftians labour, who is to plow on
the Rock, to break up an heart by
nature, harder than ftone, and whofs
whole life is a wet {eed-time, he living
in a Valley of tears. Is the Souldiers
work laborious and hazardous, who
muft be content to lye hard, and fair
" hard, and which is more, prepare for
hard blows, and knocks, yea wounds,
and death it {elf? then the Chriltians
cannot be eafie, who muft deny him-
felf, and take up his Crofs and follow
Chrift, and that cheerfully, amidft all
his lofles and croffes.  For this Captain -
non amat gementems Militem? loves nota
Souldier that followeth him groaning
and grumbling. But for the further
clearing and amplifying this point, it
will not be amifs to defcend to fome par-
ticulars, to difcover what it is that
makes the Chriftians work fo laborious
and difficult; and in the next place,
why God hath charged' Religion with
fo much labour, and fo many difficul-

ties.
T irﬂ, '
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Firftof the firf}, The valt circumfe-
rence of his duty ;5 the more {trings an
Inftrument hath,the more art isrequired
to handleit well 5 the larger the Field 1s,
the more labour it will coft him that is
to Till it5 in a word, the greater the

Servants charge is, and the more bufi-

nefs whichlies upon his hands, the more
care 1s needful to tend it35 and where
the care muft be great, the labour can-
not be little, becaufe care isit {clf one
of the greateft labours: O how great
then 1s the Chriftians labour? whofe
care and duty has no lefs compafs than
the commandment of God, which is of
fuch vaft comprehenfion,that the pfalm-
ift, who faw an end of all perfections,
could fee no end of it.  Pflm 119, 6.
Ihave feen an end of all perfetions, but

thy commandment is exceeding broad.

The Commandment here includes both
Law and Gofpel, and the Chriftians du-
ty extendsto, y®u, diffufechit (elf over
both. Firff, the Law Moral, , this is
bound upon the Chriftian in point of du-
ty to make it his rule, as {trictly as it

was
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wasuponinnoccntAd‘zm himfelf,though
not upon fuch {trat conditions, and dif-
mal confequences. The Chriftian 1s
bound to it upon peril of contracting fin,
though not of incurring death and dam-
nation 3 the Chriftian hath no more li-
berty to tranfgrefs the Law than Adam
had, though he hath a-promife of pat-
don upon repentance, when he hath fin-
ned, which 4dam had not 3 how indeed
can we imagine that Chrilt, who was
made a curfe for fin, would come to be
a cloak tofin? now isitan eafie work,
for the Chriftian to keep his heart in
a (incere compliance with, and refpect
to, this Law in his daily walking? a
Law which isfolarge, asreachethfrom
Heaven to Earth, commanding us to
keep a confcience void of offence to
God and Man a Law fo pure and pre-
cife, that forbids all fin, omiffions of
good , as well as commilfions of evil;
that indites him for a Mafderer that doth
not feed his Brother (yea his Enemy )
as well as he that ftabs him to the

heart; him that doth not pray to God,
as
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as well as him that doth curfe him 3 the
barren Heath without good fruit, as

well as the Dunghil-life of the profane -

finner filled with the {tinking weeds
of grofs crimes, that condemneth fud-
den paffions, as well as deliberate fins3
that bindeth the {oul to its good beha-
viour , as well as the hands. * Is it an
eafic thing to hate every falle way? to

be ready te every good work ? to .

have refpect to every Command, which
yet he muft have that will not be put
to fhame, Pl 119, 6. willing in all
things to live honeftly. Yet this he mult
do, that will keep a good conlcience,
Heb. 13. 18. 1s not here enough to fill
the Chriftians head with care, and his
heart continually with anholy fear and
trembling ? But this is not all his work 3
for fecondly , the Evangelical Law 1s
allo bound upon the Chriftian 5 the
{um of which the 4poftle gives us in

ey

thefe two comprehenfive duties, Repen- Ads.

tance towards God, and Faith towards
our Lord Jefus Chrift 5 and are thefe to
be got, or exercifed when got , with-

out
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out labour ? When the poor Chri-

(tian hath done his utmoft to keep the:
Law, how far fhort doth he fall of that,
exa@ Rule ? Now thefe deficiencies
and obliquities call for repentance, and
1sit eafie for him to comply with this
duty ? is it eafie to rifle his confct-
ence , and fearch his own heart , fo
impartially , as if he forgot it was
his own houfe hewas fearching, and
his own fhame he was to difcover s,

et this is a neceflary antecedent to
the a& of repentance : how can he cor-
relt the Errats’s or faults of a book,
that never read nor examined it? and
to do it furely will coft fome pains. [
confefs this review the Chriftian 15 to
make, is more eafily done, when he

" doth it daily, and examines his life (il

I may fo fay ) fheet by (heet , asitis

printed off 1n every particular days

converfation : buteven this is a labout
too heavy for a flothful heart to ca
dure, isit eafie when the poor cred
ture hath found out his many fins and
failings, upon this review, to get his

heart
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heart into a melting frame and {orrow-
ful {enfe of his ingraticude and difinge-
nuity to God in them, {o as to throw
up thofe fweet morfels with more bit-
texnefs of {pirit, than they were {wal-
lowed down with plealure. In a word,
Is it ealic for the poor Chriftian to
get thefe Inmates out of doors, which
" he hath {o unadviledlylet in, to clear
his affections of that poyfon, with which
thefe his {ins have infedted them? Isic
cafie to recover the [trength of his re-
folutions, which his fins muft needs
have much loofned and weakned ?
The fecond great duty of the Gofpel
is Faith, and this is as hard as the other;
for indeed the difficulty of believing
makes that of repenting {o hard. Is it
eafie to aflent to the truth of thefe
Myfteries of the Gofpel , which are
contrary to the apprehenfions of cor-
rupt reafon, and beyond the compre-
henfion of the Chriftians moft elevated
underftanding ? Is it eafie for one of a
wounded fpirit, funk and dejected as
low as Hell , under the heavy fenfehqf‘
| is
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his guilt, to i upan eye of faith to the the
promife, and to counceive a hope, that .
fuch a Wretch as he hath been, mayf
- ever find grace and favour in the eyes|
of a juft and holy Cod ? Verily , itis
a wonder little lefs , than that of the
Prophets, in making Iron to fwim ; it
is cafic for a {tupid finner (indeed) to
dream of a pardon, while Confcicnce
is afleep’ 5 but when this s once
nrounhly awake, only he ‘that can
ftill the waves and winds in a {torm at
Sea , can pacifie this, can give either
power to believe, or peace in belie-
ving. Is it cafie to repent, and bring
forth the meet fruits of it , good
works , and not to make them the Idol
of our truft ? not to relye on the firlt
to procure our pardon here, noron the
other to purchafe our reward hereaf:
after 5 but to rejoycce only in Chrilt
Jefus, as the fole entire objelt of our
truft for both.
secondly , The curious Sculpture
with which every Duty in Religion

muft be engraved, torender it accepea‘
ble :
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le to God, a mifcarriage 1n any of
shich is  (like an hair on the writers
en) enough to mar and blot his fajr-
(t copy, for bennm cx integris.  First,
very duty inReligion, to renderitac-
eptable to God muft [pring froma {ii-
ernatural principle. It is not labout
n the Lord, except the labourer him-
elf be inthe Lovd,  4dfio fequitur vi-
anr, acarnal man can do no other than
~carnal action, though the matter of it
e fpiritual. A dead f{tate can have no
sther but dead works, a corrupt Tiee
annot bring forth good fruit. Mat,7. 12.
recondly , the Chriftians work muft be
erformed with an holy fervor, Thou
wSt commanded us 1o keep thy precepts
liligently. Pfalp. 119, 4. RO walde, ve-
ementer. The word is emphatical, im-
orting an exerting the utmolt force of
ur Souls.  Zeal is the religious part of
wr affettions, the firft-born and ftrength
oF a mans [pirit, and thercfore Godfets
t apart for himfelf, as his peculiar por~
lon, Jervent in [pirit firwing the Lords
vithout this, he accounts himfelf (light-

C ed,
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ed, not ferved , and accordingly deals,
with fuch cold fervitours, givingthem.
as cold welcom as they do him {ervices,
curfed is he that doth the work of the Lord'
negligentlys 1f we would repent, we
mult be zealons and repent, Rev.2. v.2.
if hear the word, we mult be fivift to
hears if pray, it mult be an effetfual
fervent prayer, or elfe itis but thuribu-
Ium [ine pranis, a cenfurc without fire.
If we would give an alms, we mult
draw ont onr foul, as well as our purfe -
to the hungry. Now thofe imploy-
ments are counted moft laborious, to-
which moft {trength and force mult be
put, and thofe which intend the pow-
. ers of the foul, more than fuch as
{train the limbs of the body 5 the Scho-
Jars labour in his ftudy, 1is more
fpending, than the Plow-mans in the
ficld. What then is the Chriftians la-
bour, which exerts the zcal and heat
of his fpirit> O how hard is it to kin- .
dle, or kindled, to Kecp this heaven-
ly fire alive, on a hearth {o damp and
cold as our heart is? Thirdly, the Chri-
ftians
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{tians work muft be done from a right
motive to a right ends Firf?, a right
motive from obedience to the will of
God, and that fuch as (prings from the
love of Godshe doth not Gods work that
doth not obey him,and he doth not obey -
him,that-doth not love him,that only be-
ing true obedience,which s hearty obe-
dience. Ye have obeyed hivz from the hearts gop,
and that only hearty obedience,which is 6.8.
lovings for love haththeregency of the
heart, and it goes only whither love car-
rieth it. O how hard isthis, wherethere
is fo much of theflave,evenin thofe that
are children? where Hagar {0 oft over-
tops sarah's fervile fear, our filial affe-
tions Secondly, 1r muft be to a right
end; itis in vain to wind up the watch,
if it be not fet to the right figure, or to
draw the Arrow ("though to the head)
if the Archers eye direct it not to the
right mark 5 Zeal winds up and draws
forth the powers of the foul, it makes
the Chriftian a& vigoroufly, and forci-
bly: but if fincericy (which is the fin-

glenefs of the fouls eycg; be not prefent
| 2 to
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to diredt it ultimately to the glory of

, God, the labour is in vains the fafter ,

a man goes, (whenout ofhis way) the |

worfes for the fafter he goes, the fur- 5
ther he hath to come back : he that s
(lothful in the Lords work doth dif-

pleafe him, but he that makes a great
bultle in Religion, and by this his acti-
vity calls others eyes to behold his zeal,

yet fecretly intends his own, not Gods
praifc, provoles him more, becaunfe
‘more hypocritical in what he doth:
hypocrifie being to fi, what putrifacti-
on is to difeafes; the more of this in a
difeafe, the more dangerous it makes
it 5 the more of that in a fin, the more
abominable it makes it: nay further,
though the aim be not falle, yct if
chat which God allows to be our infe-
riour end, be made our ultimate, it de-
praves the attions 1f I aim at the com-
fort and relief of a poor mans neceflity
in my alms (which I may and ought )
yetif this be the higheft L look, andmy
cye pafleth not through this, to the
glorifying of God, it becomes unac-
ceptable,
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eptables a man may lofe the prize by
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hooting fhort, as well as wide of the

nark 5 now how hard to keep our eye
ixed on this nltimateend ? truly even
shard as to keep our cye fixt ona fin-
le objelt, through an Optick Glafs,held
ya trembling hand.  Fourthly, Every
Juty muft be timed arights che Chri-
iians life is full of duties, and thofe
ery various s now he is called to ex-
rci(e him{elf in one, then in another 3
ow to pray, anon to meditate 5 now to
ein his Clofet, then to be in hisShop
oout his worldly calling 5 now to pri-
ate, then to publick ;now to reprove,
ien to encourage or comfort his Bro-
e, As one that hath a Shop full of di-
ers Tools, all neceflaty for his Call.
1g, but this for that purpofe, and that
r thisinit 3 now if he {hould cut with
Is Axe, when he fhould {mooth with
is Plain,he would foon {poil his work 5
:at whichis at one timea Duty,would,

“done, at another be a Sin.’ Dift-

:nce in our worldly Calling on the
cek day is the work of the Lords;
C3 | hue
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but the fame onthe Lords day would be ':
Satans; no doubt as manya fair Child |
hath been loft by an untimely Birth, |
{o many a good Work fpoiled by an:
unfeafovable performance 5 andto dif- -
cern time and judgment for our altions,
requireth both wifdom and care, and
thefe labour and pains.

Thirdly, The difficulty the Chriftian
finds to order his Converfation, fo that
hiscare for one part of his work may
not hinder him in another. Now the
reafon of this difficulty, is the {eeming
contrariety of fome duties to others:
Seeming, [ fay, not real, indeed it is in
Satans fervice only (not in Gods) that
thereisarcal contrariety of work : Er-
rors have their oppolites; he that main-
tains one, cannot, if he underltands
himfelf, hold fome other 3 {o in Practi-
cal Lults, fome are at fuch a feud, that
whenone 1s in the Throne, the otheris

kept under, but all Truths agree lo-
vingly together, being all but one
Faith; and fo dothe Graces of a Chri-
{hian, being all the effed of one and

the
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he fame Holy Spirit 5 they do nomore
inder one another in acting, than the
avetal wheels in a well made Clock
o one anothers motions s or the vari-
us members of the bodv, one the o-
1ers Operations and Functionss yet, I
1y, there is a {eeming contrarzety. And
s it requires Art and care to touch the
sveral frings of an Inftrument, that
ave different Sounds, fo as from all
iy refult one harmonious found, fo
mch more holy skill and care in a
hriftian to exercife thele many vari-
18 Graces, and perform fo many di-
ars Duties, in fuch a {weet concur-
nce and fellow(hip, that fromall, there
ay refule an uniform Holinefs in the
urfe of his life.  The Chriltian muft
: Zealous, but leave room for Difcre-
on, or ¢lfe like a Ship that hath all
il and no Ballaft, he'll grow top
:avy 5 he mult fear to fin, and yet
»pe in the Mercy of God, when he
th finned aad repents of it ’tis his
ity to draw near to the Throne of
race with an Holy boldnefs 5 but :u

C4‘ 5 18
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is his duty cven then to preferve an,
Holy awe and reverences he mufk be|
fenfible of thehand of God when aftlict-|
ed, or elfe he 1snot a Man 3 but then!
Le muft bear it patiently, o elfe heis
hot a Chriftians he muft be meek and
Jowly n his carriage to all, even the
meaneft, yet muft keep an high cow
rage and noble refolution, not to be
turned out of the path of Duty for the
frowns of the greatefts he muft love
his Brother but hate the finhe commits;
how many (uch riddles are theren Re-
ligion? Now is 1 an cafic work for
e Chriftian to drive his Charriot in
{onarrew a path, without juftling one
duty again(t anathers to hold a fairand
iviendly correfpondence with all thefe
duties, and not {et one at variance with
the other?

Fourtoly, The great oppolition the
Chriftian mects with in domg the Lords
work, makes his labour fhill greater.
Other men can work in their Shops
quictly, and few or none will molelt
them, much lefs throw f{toncsat theli;né

ut
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" but the Chriftian he's hindred from all
hands.  Firft, The flefh within con-
trouls him, lulting againft every good
motion and holy action which the Spi-
rit of God {tirs himup untos fo that he
is forced to difpute his way before he
can come at hiswork 3 muchado to an-
{wer whatthe tlefh objects agatnft eve-
ry duty heis to perform, Would he pray,
then the flefl begs time, and will be
putting it off for a more convenient
{ealon, fome other bulinefs it (tarts fr(k
to be done s would he give an Alms,
the flefh afks him, whether he meaneth
to be a beggar, and givethat toothers
“which himfelf may want before he
dyes? would he reprovea finning Bro-
ther, thenwhy willhe be a bufie body
in other mens matters, and lofe a
Friend in doing a thanklefs office?
would he bear witnels to the Name
and Gofpel of Chrilt, then pity thy fel€
is its counfel? no duty but it cither
keeps from it, or difturbsin it 5.0 that
he needs a Sword as well as a Trowel
to lay every {tone in liis Spiritual build.

gy
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ing.  Secondly, A body of flefh hangs
heavy upon himj the body was at the
firlt, and fhall again be at laft in Hea-
ven a wing 5 but now, alas, ’tis a weight
to mans Soul, and that an heavy one; .
1t fhould indeed be the Souls fervant,
but now the Soul is fain to tend and
wait upon that, to provide Food to
keep, and Phyfick to reftore its Health;
yet whenall is done, it provesno over '
meet help to the Soul; if it be {trong
and healthy,then like a pamper’d Beaft,
1t grows crank and wanton, ready to
throw its rider, whichmade Saint Pan!
keep down his body 5 yetif the Soul dif-
cipline it buta little too feverely, then
‘tis feeble and tyred. Thirdly, The
World, this makesno fmall oppofition.
" Firfl, The things of the world; the
Chriftians worldly calling is ready to
filtch the time which (hould be fpent
in the Chriftians general 5 Martha 1s in
the Kitching, when (he fhould be in
the Chappel; the cnjoyments of the
world, how enfnaring are they ? fenfual

delights, fo fiweet Wine,that when the
cup
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cup isat our lips, we cannot drink lit«

tle, and fo heady and mntoxicating that
we cannot bear much: when troubles
come, how hard to keep from extremes,
making too light of them, or thinking
them too heavy s we are prone either
to. defpife them, or to faint under them.
secondly, The men of the world, thele

are oft a (hare todraw the Chriltianin-

to fin, fometimes a whip in the Lords
hand to fcourge bim for his (ins, but
always a fore vexation to the Chriftian
by their fins. Laflly, The Prince of
the world brings up thevear 5 he like a
roaring Lion comesfell out of his Den,
and runs full mouth at him : fuch a bold
and brazen faced Enemy, that he is
not afraid or afhamed to tempt the
chafteft Soul to the fouleflt crimes: he
that durft tempt Chrift him(elf to devil-
worfhip and felf-murder, what will he
1ot dare to attempt upon the beft Chri-
tians ? and he is as {ly as bolds an Art
1¢e hath of infinuating and winding in
1s head before the Chriftian can dif-

sover his defigns he hath more baits.

than
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rhan one to his hools and knows how to

fit cvery ones pallats if he cannot make

the Chriftian wallow in the mire of
ficthly lufts, then he tempts to Spiri-
cual fins: if he will not be {o prophane’
as to live without Religion, he'll try

to make him an Hypocrite in Religt
on; ifthat fucceed not, he’ll try to
blow him up into a proud conceipt of
his Sincerity 5 if that will not do, he'll
labour to abufe his Humility into de-
je&tion, and ‘make him think worfe of
himfelf than heis.  Lafily, He i3 as ym-
portunate and refltlefs an encmy, as he
is bold and fly 5 like afarcellus the Ro-
sman Captain, of whom Hannibal {aid,
he was the oddeft man he cver mct with}
for whether he did beat, or was beaten,
he would not be quiet @ if Satan gets 3
vittory, he purfues it without mercy,
‘never lofing an advantage given him;
if he be worfted, he rallies and comes
on again with more rage. Thushe dogs
the Chriftian to the laft breath, and
never leaves till the Chriftian be got

into Heaven it (elf, where he cannot
come
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com. at him.  Now 'if any can go
through all this work, and with{tand all
this oppofiticn without labour, or with
but a little, he hath learnt an Art, and
got a {leight, which the reft of his bre-
thren never knews; and we may bid
him, as the Emperour did Acctins, fet
up hisladder, and go to Heaven away
by himf{elf alone.

Queft. But why hath God charged his
peoples work with (o wnchlabourtravel,
and trouble 2 .

Anfw. Firfl, Therefore they have fo
much labour here, becaufe they fhall
have none at all hercafter 3 they {hall in
Heaven reflt from their labours, there-
fore it is fit they fhould have fome on
Earth s otherwife, fome Graces could

never be exercifed, and {o their excel~ -

lency would not be known, and confe-
quently might feem to be Created in
vain; thererefulting from themneither
benefit to the Saint, nor Glory to God.
To namebut one, how fhould the ex-
cellent Grace of Patience (which fhall
have no occafion for its exercife in

- Heaven)
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Heaven) be ever [cen, if no part were
given it to bring it upon the [tage it
this world ? and what can difcover Pa.
tience, but labour and trouble? we had:
ncver heard of Job, probably, but for
his Patiences and I am fure we could
never have heard of his Patience, if
we had not allo heard of his Tryals:
indced there is a great decoruns 1n thi
difpenfation, that the Chriftian fhould
have his Patience tryed in this world,
where God himf{elf hath his own Patt-
ence fo much exercifed: that they
fhould endure fome affliction from God,
where God bears with fo much fin
from them,

Secondly, God doth this, that hks
people may give good proof of their
high e(teem of the promifed rewards
‘was an unfpeakable.contempt which
Adam caft upon his happine(s to fell it
for a trifle ; how could he more de
prize 1t? God therefare refolved, that
before he reftored him, or any of his
to their loft happinefs, they fhall firlt
reftore what he fo vilified, to its due

place
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place in their eftimations and becaufe
no more convincing Argument can be
given of the high price we value Hea-
ven at, thanby the great labour weare
willing to take, and trouble we are
ready to endure for the obtaining of it 3
therefore he hath charged the Chrifti-
ans work with fo many labours and
difficulties, that by our digefting thefe,
to obtain that, we may give, indeed, a
real proof that we prize Heaven at a
rate Superlative to all that is here be-
low. Thus caleb (hewed his high ac-
count of Camaarn, when he was not
cooled in his defire of it, nor quailed in
his courage with the high Walls, and
high Gyants upon them, which ren-
dered the attempt difficult and hazar-
dous 5 but crys, Lef usgo up at once and Nimb.
poffefs it, for we are able to overcome '* 3
it.  Whereas the other faint-hearted
Ifraclites are (aid to defpifi the good lundy pyps,
and why,but becaufe they valued their r4.3x;
pa{e and fafety at an higher rate than
it :
Thirdly, That he may make his Pelo-
ples
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~ples relt in Heaven fweeter when they
cometoit : There are threc joys men-
tioned in Scripture, as the greatelt this
world hath s the joy of Harvelt, the
joy of Vi&ory, andthe joy ofa Woman
that hath brought forth a Man-child 3
now all thefe joys are ufhered in with
great labour and travels paft troubles
{well prefent joys 3 for befidesthe plea-
fure which is fucked from the prefent
good cnjoyed, thereisa further accel-
ion of joy made,from the remembrance
of paft labours and perils happily now
Conqucrcd-;. the more hazardous the
Battel was in the Fight, the more plea-
fure the Conqueror hath in his Victo-
ry. It would cafe the damned of fome
of their forrow, could they forget the
poflibility they once had of being hap-
py 5 and it would dcprive the Saint of
much of his acceflory joy 1n Heaven,
did he not remember the danger he
once had of falling into that mifcry,

whichthere he needs not fear.
[ fhall apply this Point only to two
forts of Perfons.Firf?, Tothofe that have
flighty
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ghty thoughts of Religion, who
ink it an eafie thing to be a Chriftian
re, and no hard matter to be faved
reafter.  Secondly, Tothofe thatare
far from believing ic thus eafie, that
hrough the fuffufion of Mclancholy
id Satans Art, who thickens this dark-
:(s) apprchend it {o harda labour, as
nders 1t next toimpoflible 5 whereby
ey are difpirited from making any
gorous endeavours in Religion, fear=
g they fhall never overcome the dif-
qulties which attend it 5 and as good
ey think it is to fet flill, as rifing to
I deeper at laft into condemnation.
hus, the Ship cannot fail if it hath no
ind, or too {trong and violent a one.
[y defire is to undeceive thofe, and
ereby to do a kindnefs to them both:
hofe that think it fo eafie to be 4
hriftian, no hard matter to obtain
ilvation 3 I would endeavour to fhew
iefe what a delufion they are under;
id danger they run, by fancying the
ridge to.Heaven wider than it is:

ut where, may fome fay, dwell thefe

Men
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Men I am now dire¢ting my {peechun
to? I wifh they did not {warm every!
where, and made not the greatell
number in moft of our Towns and
Congregations. I fhall point ata few:
Firft, He that conceits himfelf a Chri
{tian, and nourifheth in him an hope
of Salvation, even whilft his life is
prophane, he, no doubt, thinks it too
cafie to be a Chriftiany when a man
hall think €hrilt will own him as his,
mecrly for his Chriftian name, and not
rejet him for his Heathenifh Practices,
thinks that his heart is good, though
his life be wicked s whereas his life
could not be wicked, it his heart was
not fo (for out of the abundance of
the heart the mouth fpeaketh) when
men fhall think they are Gods Servants,
though they be the Devils Labourers;
that God is their Friend, when they
declare themfelves every day his Ene-
mies. Ina word, to think they fhall
leap at death, e cano in celum, out of
Delilahs lap, into Abrabams bofom 3 15

not this to make it an eafie thing to
be
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ye a Chriftian, and no hard matter
o be faved? and where 1s any one
‘who hath not firlt been convinced

rom fome work of the Spirit) {o ba,
hat is not yet thus kind to himful£?
rea, have they not commonly the
trongelt Faith, who have the wealeft
Jrounds tor it?  they build up 8w
vith blood, and FJerufilens with iniqui-
y, yet will they Ican upon the Lord,
nd fay, 1s not the Lord among(t us,
one cvil can come upen us? Who
nocksmore boldly at Heaven Gate to
¢ let 10, than they whom. Chrift will
oject as workersof miquity ? O swhat
delufion is this! Culignla never made
imfelf more ridiculous, than when he
rould be honoured asa God, while he
ved more like a Devil,  Before you
ould have others take you for Chl i-
tans, for Godsfake, prove your fclves
ety and not beafls, as yon do by your
uitith lives.  Talk not of your hopes
“ Salvation, fo long as the marks of
amnation are {cen upen your flagitie
1s lives,  If the way to Heaven were
-2 thus

Mic, 3
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thus eafie, [ promife you the Saints in
all Ages have been much over-feen,to,
take fo great pains in mortifying their.
lufts, in denying to fatisfie their {enfual
appetite 5 ad quid perditio hec, to what
purpofe did they make (o much wafte
of their {weat in their zealous ferving
God? and of their tears, that they
could ferve himno better, ifthey might
have gone to Heaven, as thefe men
hope to do? That Fryar wasfar more
found in his judgment, in this Point,
who Preaching at Rome one Lent, when
fome Cardinalr, and many other great
ones were prefent, began his Sermon
thus abruptly and Ironically. Saint
Peter was a Fool, Saint panl wasaFool,
and all the Primitive Chriftians were
Fools; for they thought the way to
Heaven was by Prayers and Tears,
‘Watchings and Faftings, feverities of
Mortification, and denying the pomp
and glory of this World. Whereas you
here in Rome, {pend your time in Balls
and Masks, live in Pomp and Pride, Lult
and Luxury, andyet count your felves

good
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ood Chriftians, and hope to be faved :
ut at laft you will prove the Fools,
1d they will be found to have been
1e Wifemen. Did ever any man ar-
ve at London by going from it? eve-
t{inis a {tep from God, and themore
¢ [in, the further we depart from
od. Doth not he then take a wife
yurfe to come at la(t to the full cojoy-
ent of God in Heaven, whoby alend
icked life runsas far from him, as his
gs can carry him? -
Secondly, They who think they are
»od Chriftians, and fair enough for
eaven, though they have no more
ena Negative Holinels; the beft that
n be {aid of them, is, they are not {o
d as the worlt 5 they do not take fo
ach pains for Hell as others 5 but none
r Heaven; they labour not {0 much
the Devils work 3 but work not at
for God : like thofe in the Gofpel,
ey fland idle all the day long, and yet
pe for a peny at night, though they
ver entred tnto Chrilts Vineyard :
2y are {o far from labouring in th

D 2 Wi
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work of the Lord, that they will not
touch his work with one of their fin-
gers. Do not thefe think it very cafie!
tobe Chriftians? as if God was bound;
to fave them, but they not bound to
ferve them. Is not Heaven called are.
ward? and what reward can be expedt:
ed where no work is done? 1f {ome
that work fhall be denyed all reward,
becaufe they did not labour atits and
fome {eck, that fhall not be able to en-
tory becaufe they do not firives then
miftrable muft thy condition be, who
falleft fhort of thofe, who themfelves
fall fhort of Heaven.

Thirdly, Formaliftsand llothful Chri
{rians 5 and how many are thefe? who
will not be Atheifts to live without all
ncligion, but refolve not to be Zea:
lots. They are more then key-cold, but
are afraid to be too hot in their work;
they are not idle, but cannot be per-
fwadedto be diligents they love fuch
temper n Religion for their Souls, as
they do a Climate for their Bodies to
liveins itmultbea very temperate ones

afraid
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fraid to exceed only in Piety and Ho-
nefs, in which alone there can be no
vcefs. Oh what a delufion is this !

2 that will chufe another temper for .

s Religion, than God hath command-
1, had need provide another Heaven
r himfelf, than God hath prepared 3
r that is gtven to the zealous Labour-
, not the lazie Lotterer. The violent
e they which take this Kingdom by
ree s aman may be [ure of Hell with
little pains, but Heaven will certain-
belolt without our labour and dili-

nce : and the reafon s, becaufe eve-
‘manis born in a {tate of (in and dam-
tion, and {o needs no more than to
{till in that {tate, tobring inevitable
ltruction upon hims to Hell he will
me {oon cnough, though he gallop
it {o faft as others in riot and excefs.
it, alas, we are born afar off from
od and Heavea 5 much labour is re-
ired to get into the way that leads
life Eternaly and when we are in

many a weary (tep to take, abun-

nce of work to difpatch 3 fins to mor-
D 4 tifie,



40

e Lavour and Reway

e e e

tifie, temptations to refift, affliCtions to;
endure, impaired Graces to repai,
weak to ftrengthen, and to perfevere
in all this labour, till death it felf take
usoff. This we muft do, or elle (u
Saint panl faid of their abiding in the
Ship ) we cannot be faved. Tt is witk
the Chriftians Spiritual Life, (‘in thi
refpedt) as with his natural 3 hits bo
dy hath within it felf, that which i
{ufficient to caufe the death of it, bu
not to miaintain its life.  This provifi
on is withouts as a man, he will dyg,
though he make no ufe of knife or hal
ter to difpatch himfelf: unot taking
food, or not ufing phyfick will do i
alone : Thusthe Chriftian hath enough
within him to procure bis Spiritual

~ death, and confeqiently his Eternal;
* but not to maintain his Spiritual life

The provifion for thisis out of him
(elt, his fufficiency is of God, 2 Cor.3.5
and this fufficiency God gives not in ar
immediate way, but by appointe
means, which he requireth their cax
to make ufe of (as he did the Iffaclite

' hands.
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hands, to gather and bake their Manna )
nd fo by blefling his means, and their
;are 1n ufing of it, their Spiritual life is
sreferved and nourithed unto Eternal
ife.Now,when any fhall thus extend his
.are to the ufe of all appointed means,
and intend the faculties of his Soul in-
duftrioufly (ashe ought) in the ufe of
them, and fhall have continued fome
confiderable time in this exercife ; then,
and not till then, will he be a compe-
tent judge, to tell us whether it be a
flighty bufinefs, to be a Chriftian in-
deed or not.

secondly, A few wordsto thofe who
will acknowledge the labour of Chri-
{tianity to be great 5 but that is it which
13 their difcouragement, and fcares
them from entring into that fervice,
which will coft {o much pains, and
bring fo much trouble. I fhall leave
fome Conlfiderations to be pondered by
them, which,I hope, may eafe them of
this too deep an apprehenfion of the
Chriftians labour.

Firft, Chriftiantty, ’tis confeft, is a

' labour,
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labour, but a neceffary labour 5 itisnot,
indeed, the part of a wife man, to la-
bour, or hazard much for that he little |
needss -yet for fuch things is it (God |
knows ) that moft men beftow their .
greatcft toyl and travel 5 to obtain that |
which they may have (fpecic ant valo-
re) and fpare this thetr pains alfos as
Cyneas told Pyrrbus, when he faid, after
fuch and fuch Kingdoms Conquered by |
him , then we will it down and live '
a merry life.  But why, quoth Cyweas,
may we not do thatalready without all -
this trouble ? Iconfe(s (confideringthe !
prefent frame of Carnal mens hearts)
they arc under a kind of neceffity of
what they inordinately defire. The
Covetous man muft have his Gold, the
Voluptuous man his Pleafures 5 or elfe
they cannot enjoy themfelves: but this
neceflity is no other than that of a\
Dropfie man, for his unmeafurable
drinking 5 for was this mans dileafe,
and the other mans lufts purged out,
both their neceffities would ceafe alikes |

but Heaven is abfolutely neceflary to
' ' all
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all, whetherthey think {o orno. Bet-
ter we had the Soul of a Bceafl, than
having the Soul of a Man, not to have
at laft that perfection and happinefs, for
which this Immortal Soul was made.:
And this thou canft not have, except
thou wiit take the pains to walk inthe
ways of Holinefs, which lead to its
thy Soul (poor man) is haltning apace
to its laft and eternal ftate, which will
beeither in Heavenor Hell: the Hap-
piucls of the one invaluable, the mife-
ry of the other intollerable, and both
mterminable.  If thou beftirrelt not
thy felf, and that timely, to take hold
of Eternal Life, Hell is at thy back to
take hold of thee. Now is there any
room left i this cafe for deliberation,
whende viti ant morte oterni agitur 2 18
it now time to (ay, {hall Ilabour to be
faved, or fhall I'not? It may in fome
cafes be more eligible to lofc our tem-
poral life, than to be at pains to fave
it.  If cefnr told the Marrinet, in a
(torm, it was weceffary he fhounld [iil, not
2hat he fhould lives then furely with

‘ much
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much more reafon may the Chriftian
fay 5 yea, muft he fay, it is not necefla- -
ry [ live here, but ’tis neceflary while ’
I live, that I perform the voyage God |
hath impofed on mes that I launch |
forth into his fervice, whereby I may 1
make fure of Eternal Life, though with |
the lofs of my Temporal. But no:
worldly neceffity canbe fuch, as thould r
controul our care in the other.  Get |
Eternal Life, and thou wilt find again
that life thou didft lofe in getting it; |
but lofe Heaven, and in Hell thou wilt |
fee all thofe paltry gains loft, to keep
which a while, thou didft lofe Heaven
secondly, Confider, the greateft la- |
bour and trouble the fervice of God
will put thee to, is incomparably lefs,
than the leaft pain the finner fhall find
and feel in Hell.  Whatis the trouble
a Chriftian is at in Mortifying a Luft
here, tothetorment which the enraged
Confcience of a Damued Soul will put '
him to there, for not Mortifying of it |
when time was? what is the forrow

which the Saint feels here, whillt he
. mourns
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wourns for his fins in hope of pardon,
ythe horror of a Reprobrate anguifh
1 Hell, imbittered vith defpair: what
the Chriltians lo(s to part with his
emporals for Chrifts fake, to the Sin-
xrs parting with God and Heaven,
:ver to{cc his bleffed face more? ina
ord, what are the flouts and re-
roaches which the Saint hath from a
icked world, to the Sinners portion;
hen God, with all the Holy Angels
d Saints, fhall laugh at their deltructi-
1. If the love of Heaven will not
ove you to fubmit to the fhort labour
hich attends the fervice of God, let
e fear of Hell do it,
Thirdly, Though the Chriftians la-
ur be hard, yet there aremany things
leviate the burden of it.
Firft, The fifablenefs of the Chrifti-
Is work to his renewed Nature 3 the
ouble of a work is much as the mans
ind {tands to or againft it. It would
> a tedious bufinefs to an ignorant
uftick, tobe locked up in a Scholars
udy, and there be made to fpend his
C time
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time among(t his Books; but the true
Scholar needs not be forced or wager-
ed to this works his delight in it takes
away the labour of 1ts oz inuveni
(faid oue) in hoc mundo requicn: nil
in angnlo cun libellos 1t were a grefit
calamity, to a {lothful daftardly fpirt,
to be made to endure the labour and
hardfhip of a Souldier: whercasa ge-
nerous Soul, would prefer it before
eafc and gainat home 3 zzee 1t Liborum
major pavs, pecunii antent, abundet quis
wolet, was Achilles his fpeechs give me
the labour, let who will take the mo-
ney. To a fenfual heart, what more
unpleafing then Heavenly Meditati-
ons? yet what more delighted David? .
To a carnal heart, the Commandments -
of God arc all hard fayings, becaufe,
contrary to his unholy¥nature : but to
a Gracious Soul , none of them are
grievous; he loves the Law of God
ftom the fame reafon, for which the o-
ther hates it, becanfé it is pures he de- |
lights to do the Will of God, becaufe

he hath a law within him, which cor-
reHonds
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refponds with the law sithouts his
Heart aniwers to it, as the eccho to
the voices thou faidft fiek my face,
thy face will I féek: No wonder a Crofs
lies heavy upon his fhoulders, that
1ath no Faith in God to {uftain him
mder it 5 but a parl, he can take plea-
Wre in infirmities, in reproaches, in ne-
effities,&c. 2 Cor. 12,10,

Secondly, The Divine "affiftances
vhich the Chriftian hath in his work,
lleviates the labour of it 5 confider the
shriftians work without this help, ’tis
cavy indeed, yea, too heavy for him
o ftand under; but Gods helping
and put to it, males this heavy work
ght.  The Ship, which when lying
n ground, allthe Teamsin the Coun-
ry could not draw off 5 how eafily is
: fet a float when the Tide comesin ?
-hus the Heart which the Chriftian,
y no pains and induftry of his own,
an raife out of its dullnefs and indif-
ofition to Duty? Oh how foon s it
levated and infpirited, when God

ows in with his fecret Afpirations
- and

47
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and Exufcitations of his Blefled Spirit
and Grace! he who confefled that he
could do nothing of himfelf, not o
much as think a good thought, tells us |
alfo, heis able to do all things through
Chrift who f{trengthneth him: now this
help from the Loyd is promifed; butit
comes not till the Chriftians hand 18
putto the works let himbe up and do-
ing, and then God will not fail to be
with him. *Tis cheap travelling (we
fay) for a Childin his Fathers compa-
ny: to befure God will pay the charge
the Chriftian is at in his whole jour-
ney to Heavens it 1s eafie working
while God holds our hand, yea, puts
ftrengthintoit.  Art thou to pray his |
Spirit will lift with thee, for fo that
awyasTinaubayer, {ignifies, art thou tempt-
ed ? whilft thou art fighting in the Val-
ley below, Chrifts hands arelift up in :
Heaven above for thy Viltory. I
have prayed that thy Faith fail not; yea
he doth not only prayabove for thee,
but will be in the Field with thee, and
in thee, by the fecret fuccours of his

Spirit‘
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ixite My Grace is fufficient for thee,
hich 1s not meant of Grace [nherent
us 3 that indeed 15 unfufficient of it
If5 but the auxiliary Grace, which he
nds in to affilt and excite that in a
ne of need.

Thirdly, Though Chriftianity be a
bour, and many troubles and perils at-
nd ir, yet 'tis not alike to all: every
hriftian hath not Hemans Faith, Fobs
itence, or Paxls Courages neither
Ul all have Hewmrans Difestions, Fobs
ies, nor Pauls Perfecutionss the
telt Souldiers are put upon the hot-
T fervice ; the heavieft burden upon
e {trongelt back: he knows every
ints ability, and {o he ratesthem 3 e
I wot fuffer any to be tempted above
at they are able.  When the Ifraclites
me firft out of Fgyp?, he knew they
ere raw Sounldiers, and therefore led

em about, that they might not be put

fight, before he had hardned, and
artned them more to bear fuch a
ork. While Chrift wasupon Earth,

 interpofed his own body betwe]:p
i9
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his weak Difciples, and the fury of the
wicked world: but when he went t
Heaven, then he ventured them inty
the ftorm, but careful firft tore-inforee:
them with power from above, befor
he let them take the Field, AFs 1.4
Being affembled together with thent, con
manded thews that they fhonld not depam
o  Jerufalem, but wait for the pro
mift of the Father.

Fourthly, The merciful indulgence
which the Lord gives them as to thei
failings : hard worls, indeed, God calls
themto, but the harder the worlk 1s, the
more his pity is exprelled towards
them; in pardoning thofe invincible
infirmities, which notwithftanding their
faithful endeavour, will be found in
their doing 1t. It was hard for the
Apostles to keep their eyes wakeful in
the dead of the nights Chrift conf:
dereth this, and Apologizeth for them,
even while he chides thems the spiril
is willing, but the Flefh is weak. It
hard when Afilictions are {krong,anc
long, not to fall into fome indecen
. cie
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1es of fpecch and behaviour : we have
card of Jobs Impatience, as well as Pa-
ience, yet the Lord was gracioufly
leafed to to take his part againlt his
ccufing Friendss ye have not fpoken of
se the thing that is right, asmty fervant
ob bath, Fob 42. 7. It 1s hard to alt
aith, when {en(e and reafon are non-
luft 5 the Lord therefore is pleafed to
verlook the weaknefles of his Chil-
reas faith, which in {uch decp plunges
ey bewray, fo they firive againft
iem, and be humbled for themy in
agnis temtaffe aliguid, now pavowm , in
-eat and difficult enterprizes, an cfiay
1d endeavour is not little : Peger fhew-
1 great Faith in venturing to go up-
1 the Sea, but difcovered infirmity
hen he beganto fink 5 therefore Chrift
tieth and fuccoureth his weaknefs.
avids {trait was in a manner asgreat
‘Land, as reters was at Sea. When

Gath among(t his Enemies, whofe
hampion he had flains much fearand
elief he borrowed 1n this his {traic,
:t fome fecret actings of Faith were
E 2 mingled
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mingled with thefe his fears, as appear-
ed by the Prayer he then lift upto
Gods and even this Prayer attended
with (o many diftruftful fears, found
acceptance with God 5 which madethe
good man bring this forth as anen:
couragement for otherss This poor man
cryed, and the Lord héard him, and
Javed bim out of all kis Troubles, Plalm
34.6. A poor man, indeed, he was at
this timc, not only in his outward (tate,
but his inward; poor and low in the
altings of his Faith. O what encou-
ragement 18 here to come into the fer-
vice of Gods hard work thou mayft
mect with,’ but not an hard Matfter;
do but thou thy beft, and God will for-
give thy worlt. - Beware of wicked-
-nefs, in not doing what thou canlt, and
God will not rejelt thee for thy weak-
nels 5 Like as a Father piticth bis Chil-
dren, [0 the Lord pitieth them that fear
him, Plalm 103, 13.

I come now to the Second Part of
the Text, which prefents us with the
C reward
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ward that attends the Chriftians la-
rs it is not in wain in the Lord;
ey fhall not be put off with their la-
ur for their pains: no, there is a re-
wd laid up 10 Heaven, which will
undantly compenfatc all the painand
ins they were put to on Earthj but
»muft not underf(tand this, as if the
wiftian received no gain or advan-
re, 1n this life, from the fervice of
d, while he is labouring init: God-
ofs hath the promife of this life, as well
the other. There are promiles of
ich payment 1s made heres and
ugh thefe be inferiour to what the
rittian fhall receive hereafters; yet
they {o pretious, as prove Religion
:n 1o this life, no hofpes afjmbolus.
gucft that lodgeth on free coft,but

h as pays well, and that in prefent
in for its entertainment. It affords
ad to the eater, as well as Seed to
fower s there is fruit unto Holinefs,

ich the Chriftian may now feed on
his comfort, as well as an hope of

tnal life to be received at the end
E 3 of
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of this. Thevery vales which the Chri-
{tian hath given him, while at his work, -
afford him enough for his prefent ex-
pence, to maintain_ him in a port be-
coming his high hopes {or afterwards,
Firft, His confcionable labour in the
Lords work, will gain him more abili-
ty, and holy skill to do his work ftill
betters by exercifing of himfelf daily
nnto Godlinefs, he becomes more rea-
dy and prepared for every pood work;
by daily combating with his corrup-
tions, and refilting temptations, he learns
more eafily to overcome his Enemy,
And if in worldly trades this be ac-
counted a fuflicient rewardto an Ap-
prentice, for ferving out hig time, to
learn the myltery of his Calling; Oh
what a reward is it, by the daily pra-!
&ice of Godlinef3, to learn more fully -
the Myftery of it2 This T am (ure holy-t
David fet down for great gains, I bave |
remembred thy name, O Lovd, in the
night, and bave keptthy Laws this I had
becanfe I kept thy Precepts, Plal. 119.55.
And again, I wnderfland more than the
| Ancients,
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mcients, becaufe I kept thy Precepts,
er.100. He did not grudge his own
ains, nor envy others eafe, {0 long as
> might get morc Heavenly Wifdom
yit.  Secondly, The Chriftians con-
ionable labour, interefleth him in the
ecial Providence of God for him:
hile he s at work for God, God will
ke care of hims and what can he
ant, that hath God for his Provider?
hat, or whom need he fear, that hath
od for his Protector? For though all
e Saints have aright in Promifes, yet
ne have a pleafant aptitude to apply
2 comfort of any one Promife, while
2y are idle and negligent 5 no, this
the portion of the laborious Chrifti-

, that walksin the adtual exercife of

b Grace ¢ No good thing fhall be w.ant
it walks upriehtly.  When God en-
geth to brabans his Almightinefs, it
to him, as walking before hine, not as
ing in the chair of floth.  Thirdly,
1e Chriftians labouris rewarded here
th inward peace of Conlcicnce, and
enity of Minds Great peace have they

E 4 that
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that keep thy Law, and nothing fball of. |
end them, Plalm 119. 166. Peace be on’
thewe that walk by this rule, as on the
Ifrael of God, Gal. 6. Thele are they,
in whole bofoms this Bird of Paradife
fings her {wect Notes, and her fweet-
eft in foulelt weathers when ficknefs
comes,and death approacheth.Now he
that hath the teftimony of his Confci:
ence, for having been a faithful La-
bourer inthe Lords work, will be able
to make a comfortable reflection upon
his paft life: For mens expcctations of
what is coming to them at death, de-
{;ends upon what their paft lives have
cen. Life is the time of fowing, and
death of reaping 3 as they have fown,
fo only can they expect to reap. Lifeis
a time for working, and death for re-
ceiving the reward, f{utable to the
work. Hence it1s, when death i1s ap-
proaching, Confcience (if not feared,
and palt all feeling) is then carried back
to review what the man hath been do-
ing, forwhom he hath been labouring
and therefore muft needs bring in heavy
tidings
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tidings to the linner of his approaching
mifery 5 then it rips up all the ftitches
of that falle peace, which the ungodly
wretch had been bolftred up with, and
tells him, that now the Righteous Judge
is at hand, to pay him the difmal wages
due to him, for all the wicked works
he hath done,which makes the thoughts
of death a terror to him. But the
Sincere Chriftian, who hath laboured
faithfully in the Lords work 5 he then
hath a pleafant Profpet to behold,
when he looks back upon his confcio-
nable: walking, and can thence make
his humble appeal to God, and defire
him to remember how he hath walked
before himin Truth, and with a Per-
fet Heart. Oh what joy is this to
his poor heart, that his Confeience
bears him witnefs, he hath endeavoured
to walk before God,with godly fimpli-
city, and not in gmlc? and can calt
himfelf upon the Mercy of God 1n
Chrift,and breathe out his Soul with a
joyful expeltation, of being received
into the Kingdom of Glory.

' This
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'~ This premifed, [ addre(s my felf to |
fpeak of the Chriftians reward in the |
other world, this being principally (if
not folely) in the Text; where it is
fet forth two ways. Firft, By its cer-
tainty, For as much as ye Rnow. Se-
condly, By its tranfcendency, Your lu-
bour is not in wvain in the Lord. In
which words, you may remember, I
told you there is more intended, than
expreft.

Firs#, of the firft, The certainty of
the Saints reward intimated by this
Phrale, y¢ hwow: that is, ye know it
for a certain indubitable truths ye
make no doubt of this : thus s the Saints
futare Happines fpoke of, with the
greatelt aflurance and certainty 5 We
know that if our carthly houfe of bis Taber-

| nacle were diffolved e have a building of

Godyan houfé not madewith hands, Eternal
in the Heawvens, 1 Cor.5.1. We know that
when be (hall appear, we fhall be like bins.
The Saints know this fe well, that they
dare venture the lofs of all they are

worth here, for the reward they expelt
: there:
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there: Te rook joyfilly the fpoiling of
your goodls, hnowing in your filves, that
ve bave in Heaven a mwre endinring fub-
ffance, Hebo1o.34. yea, they have re-
ufed their remporal life, when offered
o the prejudice of their eternal, Heb,
11+ 35. Not accepting Deliverance, that
ey mioht obtain a better Refurvection.
t any thould ask, hotw do they know
o afluredly there is this yeward? [
vould ask fuch, how they know the
un to be, when they fee it fhine? 1f
hey fay, by f{eetng of it5 they may
inow, that the Saint fees an Heaven,
s certainly, by ancye of Faith, asthey
an do the Sun, by an eye of Senfu;
“aith is the fubflance of things hoped
ory the evidence of things not feen,
Fhe very light of nature, whereby the
{eathens knew a God, did let' with it
nto theit minds, fome knowledge of
wother world, and of a double ftate
hereins of happine(s to the good, and

mfery to the wickeds being not able,

stherwife, to reconcile the uneven-
1els of Providence in this world, with
- the

4
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the rightcous nature of God: butalas, |
what was this leffer light which God |
left in man to rule him, 1n the night of
Heathenifh darknefs, to the certamty
of the Saints knowledge, which comes
in by the light of Faith? fir/2,the Chri-
ftians Faith 1s grounded on the teftimo-
ny of God himfelf, in his word. Hu-
mane Faith is, indeed the weake(t, and
molt uncertain kind of knowledge;
becaufe mans teftimony, on which it
relys, is o fallibles but Divine Faith
the moft certain, becaufe the teftimony
of God, on which its weight bears, is
infallible : One, who cannot fleceive,be-
caufe heis truth it {elf3 nor be deceived,
becaufe he is wildom it felf : So that,
though Faith be not R eafon, yet to be-
lieve what God faith istrue,there 1s the
higheft reafon. 2/y, Asthe teltimony on
which the Saints ['aith relies,is the infal-
lible Word of Godj fo his very Faith
which relies on this Word of God, 1sno
other than the work of God; the fame
Spirit, who is the Author of that, is the

cfficient of this;for theChriftian believes
not




not from the power of his own will, but
the power of God,mightily working his
ieart up to this {upernatural act, Hence
ve are faid to be faved through Faith,
ind. that not of our felves, it is the gift of
sod, Ephel, 2.8, Andthis Faith is call-
:d a Faith of the'operation of God,
solof. 2. 12. 'tis wrought in us, not by
18, Not only the light of truth which
he Chriftian fees i1s Divine, but the
ye of Faithby which he fees, this light
s Divine alfos how certain muft that
towledge be, which in the light of
Jods Spirit, beholds the light of Gods
Frath? now from this Word of God,
he Chriftian 1s aflured of this reward
nany ways. Firf?, He is aflured of
t, by Jefus Chrift, who, himfelf, came
rom Heaven, and makes repoyt there-
X5 Inmy Fathers houfe are many Man-
lons, if it were not [0, I wonld have told
o#; John 14. 2. Asif he had faid, you
nay belief me, for I fpeak it, thatcan-
ot lye s and who loves you too well
oput a cheat upon you. That there
re fuch Countries as France and Hol-
| land,

e
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“lLand, you do not doubt, though you

never faw them, becaufe fome that
have, aflure you it 1s true: and fhall
the Saint be blamed for relying on
Chrifts own faithful Word ? who cometh
rone Heaven, is above ally and what b
hath feerr and heatd, that be teflifyeth,
John3.32.  Sccondly, The Chriltian
knows it, by the purchafe Chrilt hath
made of Heaven for Beltevers. Man
{in had (hut Heaven door againft him,
and opencd Death and Hells door upon
him: now before God would (or in-
deed could) fet open again this door of
life to poor finners, it was neceflary
that his Glory fhould firft be fecured;’
whichto do, this admirable expedient,
the Divine Wifdom contrived, that
Chrifk (hould dye for finncrs, by which,,
both Death, the punifiment of mant!
fin, might be abolifheds and life, and)
immortality, which man had loft, might
be reftored, and broughtto light again,
o Tim. 1.10. Henceitisfaid, It became
biney, for whow are all things, and by

whows are all things, in bringing many
' Sons
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Sons unto Glory, to make the Captain of

their Salvation perfect through fufferings,
Heb. 2. 10. Mark that, 7 becasse him 5
grpems, there was a condecency for God
thus to do. God never doth any thing
that doth not becomeé him 5 in all his
works he acls like himfelf 5 every work
declaring his Glory, but not all alike.
Now God in the Redemption of the
world, intending to make the greatelt
manifeltation of his Glory,that cver he
did: It became himto pitch on (uch a
means, as was {utable to fuch an ends
and this of bringing his People to Glo-
ry, by the abafement of his own Son,
to an ignominious and curfed death,
was the expedient he refolved upon, as
every way condecent to this defigns
and indeed, never did all the Divine
Attributes appear in all theit Glory,
fo as they do here. According therc-
fore to this Eternal Council of Gods
Willand Love, in the fullnefs of time,
the Son of God was cloathed withour
Fleth, laid down his life, took it up

again 3 and further, to thew he had got
a
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Eph.2.

a full eriumph over death, and had o.
pened Heaven gates for Believers. He
opened the Graves of many ofthe dead
Saints, and raifed them to life, asa
pledge, that he would do the {ame, in
due time, for the reft. So that now to
doubt, whether there be an Eternal
life for the Saints after death, is to
make the whole Gofpel a fition. 7/ rdly,
They know it by the altual pofieffion .
which Chrift hath already taken of
Heaven for them. A Child thinks him.
felf fure of an Eftate, when his Father
not only purchafeth it,but alfo takethit
up for him.  Thus did Chrift afeend |
to Heaven, not only to it downon his
own Throne, but to takeand keep pof- |
feflion of Heuven, for the behoof and
benefit of Believers.  Hence they are
faid, to fit together in Heavenly places in
Chrift Jefies5 that is, in him as their
head, which is a certain pledge to thems
they {hall one day fit with him there, i
their own perfous: Beeanfe 1live (faith
chrifi( ye fbull live alfo. Indced he lives
there to make Interceflion for them,ar}]ci
wi

t ]
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Ul never leave praying, till he hath
ayed them up unto himfelf, Imay fay
Believers,asonce Neomito Ruth, fit flill
the nean will not ceaft, till be hath f-
hed the thing: Chrilt will not ceafi: his
:diatory worls,till he hath finifhed his
oples happine(s,and got his betrothed
oule hometo him, inhis Fathers houfe,
sHe knows the certainty of this happy
ate, by the many exprefs Promiles
de to Believers of it. I cannot num-
¢ them they arc fo many, neither
:d I name thems  there being no
ild of God fo little (I hope) ac-
atnted, with his Savionrs Will and
frament, as not to be able to turn
a fudden to many places, where
s Inheritance is fetled on them.  The
qateft Heir that lives, is the Saint,
1s heir to both Worlds, having Pro-
fe of the Iife thut now is, and of thut
ichis to come: But the grand’ pro-
(eof all is, that which gives him ti-
to his Heavenly Inheritance. Inone
ice they are called Heirs of Promife,

another, Heirs of Salvations becaufe
| 3 this

Heb, 6,

17,
Heb, 1,

14,
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this 1s the Crowning Promile. Heave,
it is called their Hope, till this comess by,
hath not his Portions all he hath here;
is the lealt of what is promifed. Bu
when Heaven comes, then all 1s paid;.
the Bond then s delivercd i, Faith
and Hopes work 1s done. ~ The Chre
ftian, who on Earth, believes and ex
pects Promifes, fhall in Heaven inheri
Promifes; there Faith fhall be turned
into Vifion, and Hope fivallowed up in
Fruition. Now though nothing ca
make Heaven morefuretothe Believer,
than Gods Promifc, nonat the Oathof |
God it felf, becaufe it is as impofiible-
for God to lyc without an Oath, a
with it3 for being he can fivear by m
greater, he fweareth only by himfelf 5!
and fothe {trength even of his Oath,,
lyethin his Veracity, which is engaged
1 his Promife, as wellas Oath : yethe
is gracioufly pleafed, ex abundanti,
confulting therein with our frailty, to
fuperadd all thofe things to his Promife;
by- which men in contraéls, amongft
themfelves, doconceive a further con-
{irmation
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'mation and fecurity to to be given,
r performance of their Promifes one
another 5 as witnefles,Seal,Oath,and
wrnefts that having thefe Securitics,
1ich are wont to {atisfic usin Humane
omifes, the {in of diftrufting Gods
rformance of his, might appear the
we unreafonable in us, and injuri-
s to him: as, indeed, it is beyond
cxpreflion, when chofc Securities
Il not affure our hearts, concerning
> performance of Gods Promifes,than
tch we cannot exact more from
»{e men thatare molt unrefponfable or
ceitful.
Secondly, The Saints reward 1is de-
ibed by its Tranfcendency 5 your lu-
v is not in wvain in the Lord. Inthe
slication of which Phrafe, I fhewed,
it there is more implyed, than is cx-
:ft. That the Chriftians labeur {hall
highly, unfpeakably rewarded , the
ce where the reward is laid up,
yves the tranfcendency of it, andthat
Heaven, Heb. 10. 34. Yehave in Hea-

2 a better, and an enduring fubfance 5
F 2 and
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and Heaven 1s a place fo excellent, as
renders it uncapable of an hyperbole;
not fo far above our heads, asit is a-
bove our thoughts: It hath not entred
into the heart of mam, the things which
God hath prepared  for them that love
fim. Onemay as cafily draw in all the
Air of the world ata breath, asexprefs,
or conceive, how great and glorious
the Saints reward in Heaven 1s. Asit
is, prawrinm reconditun pro nobiss fo it
is, abfConditune a nobis, as it is laid up
for Believers, f{o-it 1s hid from them.
We are now the Sons of God, but we know
not what we fhall be. The Apoltle com-
pares our apprehenfions of Heaven
here, to the low apprehenfions, which
little children have of mens affairs,
I Cor.13.11. whichyou know is very
low. That Saint which knew leaft of
Heaven, while on Earth, did the firft
moment he entred into that Glorious
place, undetftand more of it, than all
the Do&ors of the Church ever did, or
could, whillt onEarth : The Scripture

therefore prefents it to us, asan objet
of
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Four admiration, not comprehenfion,
how great things hath God laid up for
em that fear him ¢ Plalm 31, When
int Pax/ had fct forth the Saints Hap-
nefs, in that Golden chain of Salva-
on, whowe he predeftinated, them he

lled, whom he callec, thems he alfo Jufti--

ds and whom he juflified, thew: |e
0 glorified 5 breaks torth like a man
an Lxtalie, what flall we fay tothefo
ugs ¢ exprefling thereby his inabili-
, to exprefs the greatnefs and glory
them. Yet {o much the Saints know
this blefled ftate that waits forthem,
will not {uffer them to admire any
ng they {ee here below, any more,
in he would the light of a Glow-
rm, who hath feen the Sun. 1 {hall
itent my {cif at this time, in fetting
th the Tranfcendency of that Hap-
efs the Samats (hall reccive as their
vard in Heaven, after their labour
fintthed on Earth, To confider,
2, The Properties of that Blefled
te, to which they {hall be advanced

Heaven.  secondly, To comparethe
F 3 Saints
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Saints work and labour on Earth, with
this their reward in Heaven. Firf? of
the firft, The Properties of that Blefled
ftate with which their labour fhall be

rewarded in Heaven.
rirft, It is a {tate purely Spiritual,
The Saints {tate on earth, 1s partly Spi-
ritual, and partly Animal. He ceafeth
not to be a Mortal Creature, when he
becomes a new Creature: his life Is
Spiritual as a Samt, but Apimal as a
mortal Man: and f{o his comforts and
refrefhings, are Animal, aswell as Spi-
ritual. Hc eats, he drinks, he fleeps;
and all thefe acts of Nature have a plea-
fure, and flweetnefs proper to their
kind, which is too low for that glori-
fyed ftate, to which they fhall therebe
exalted 5 they (hali need neither meat,
nor drink, where there is no hunger,
nor thirft : no time there loft in fleep,
where the Body fhall never be weary,
nor drowfie, but be as wakeful as the
$oul: no need of cloaths, where there
fhall be no fhame, where: the body it
felf, fhall out-fhine the Sun 1n itsnoon-
da-
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iy glory.  And is it not more defiré-
sle to be without thele, than to need
em and have them? to have found
gs, then to be lame, and have
utches? who bad not rather have
en with 240fés, beholding the face of
od in the Mount (though all thae
ne without food) than Fealting with
e Ifracelites at the bottom of the Hill?
rely Spiritual Pleafures are more no-
> and {weet, than bodily 5 or clfe
> might {ay, that Senfual men have
re joy and plealure in their life, .
n God hath in his. ;
Secondly, It 1s an accumulative flate,
ierein there is an aggregation, and
ncentration,of allthofe things, which
2 requifite to make their happinefs
mpleats it is not Ffans 2% but. Ja-
s 93 not having much, but having
will make man happy.  arebere all
' Children 2 {nid Samuel unto Jeff,
d would not fit downto the Fealt, ; g.m.
. David, the only one wanting was 16.11.
me. Thus mans Soul caanot fit
wh to its Feaft, and be (atisfyed, till

F 4 it
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it hath all that goeth to its Perfeltion;
the abfence of any one Ingredient,
keeps it in motion, looking and long-
ing for it5 and that {s inconfiltent with
compleat happincls, which confilts in
reft arifing from fatisfation. Now in
Heaven, there is a confluence of all,
that the Saint, cven then, when his
facultics will be ftretched out and en-
larged to thewr utmolt capacity, can
poflibly defivesy e that overcowseth fhall
inberit all things, and I will be his God.
The glorifyed Sawt hath above him,
the beatifying Vilion of God himfelf,
and Jefus Chrift,the purchaler of all his
Felicity, whom he fo loved on Earth,
and longed tof{ece. Within him he {hall
behold his own Soul, made perfect in
all 1ts noble Powers, {atisfyed with the
Image of God, as full of Holinefs as it
can hold. Upon him he (hall fee that
body, which was once fo vile and cor-
ruptible, made Immortal, Spiritual,and
Clorious, even likethe Glorious body
of Chrift, the exemplar caufe, after
which it 15 fafhioned: about him h]c

{hal
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fhall fee an innumerable company of
Holy Angels, and glorifyed Saints, his
Brethrens notone of them envying his
happinefs, but all congratulating him for
it, and rejoycing in it.  Bencath him,
he fhall fce the Tnfernal Pit of Hells
wherein fo many millions of Joft fouls are
to {pend a miferableEternity in unfpeak-
able torment 5 which mult needs fill him
with tucflable joy to think, how near
once, he him{elt was falling into it 5 but
was happily preveated by the arms of
free Grace, feafonably interpoting and
atching him. 1o a word,he fhal] have
joy without (orrow, health withont
languour, reft without labour, and life

without end, |
Thirdly, It is an entire ftate. There
is not only all Ingredicnts of Happinefs
in Heaven, but the Saint enjoyeth all
together: hereon Earth, the Chriftian
hath many pretious Promifes, fiveet
Refrefhings and Comforts 5 but he takes
in the {veetnels of them fucceffively,
not all in one dranght.  Indeed, the
largelt Heart, of the Holyeft Saint on
Earth,
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Earth, is an houfe of too little receipt
‘and roomth, to entertain fo many
Guelfts together. No,now the Chrifti-
an entertains himfelf, firft in the com-
pany of one, then of another Promife.
God comes in a little at this, and more
at the next Sermon he hears, He 1s asa
leaky veflel under a runing cockfilling,
but never full: But inHeaven, the Saint
is filled, and that all at once 5 as a vef-
fel thrown 1nto the Sea, full as {oon as
it is in.  This the dpoftles expreflion
{eems to import, that mortality might be
Swallowed up of life, 2 Cor. 5. 4. ina
word, the Chriftian here is like fome
great man, that hath a vaft eftate, but
he neither feeth all his Land, nor re-
ceives all his Rents togethers but in
Heaven, his whole felicity 1s prefent;
not onc imaginary point of time,
wherein he can be more, or (hall be lefs
happy to all Eternity.

Fourthly, It is a confiftent and fixed
ftate, free from all changes and vicifii-
tudes, which in this life he is fubject

to: here, alas, the Chriftian is fome-
times
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imes well, and {dfetimes lick 5 now
n Profperity, themin Adverfity 5 Rich
ind Poor inthe ame day » In momento

ertitr spare & ubr luferunt navigia

orbentur.  In a moment,a fform arifing,
vhere the Ship even now danced, it s
vrackt. He is like one that Travels in
n April day, whofe Cloak is wet with
he Rain, and dryed again by the Sun,
nd then wet again: neither do thefe
hanges only befal the Saints outward
tate, but his mwardalfo, both in point
f Grace and Comfort. Now his Fleart
s up and lively in the performance of
~duty 5 anon (o dead and down, as if
ic were not the fame man. Now the
“hrifhians Coat is on, ready to attend
ad follow his Malters anon it is off;
nd he onhis bed of {loth.  So in point
f Comfort 5 one while the Spouft hath
1er Belovedin her arms, andisravifhed
vithhis company 3 another while,the is
ctting up her, 87 guis, andenquiring if
wmy can tell her tydings of him’s hora
onga, brevis neora : The Chriltian waits
ong for the Comforter, and when he

comes,
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_comes, he doth buillook in, and then

withdraws again : (o that the joy which
he hath at prefent, is much 1nterrup-
ted from the fear of lofing it} for, #e-
mo fruitur folicito bono 5 how much there
is of fear, fo little is then of enjoy-
ment in what we have. Indeed, what
ever the Saints refrefhings are here,
"tis but like a Travellers entertainment
inan Inns the thoughts that he mult
to Horfe again in the morning, doth
leflen the pleafure he takes in it.  But
in Heaven, the journey is at an end,
the Saintisat home 3 his labour is gone,
and his reft iscomes heis in a King-
dom that cannot be moved.

Fifthly, Itis anEternal (tate, this is
more than the formers; the property
that crowns all the reft. There are
{ome in this life (and thofe none of the
beft) who meet with no changes, and
that for a long time 5 who enjoy a con-
tinued Summersday ; their Sunof Pro-
fperity goes not in and out, but fhines
with a.conftant beam 5 no black cloud

of any great Affliction, interpofing, to
hide



ofa Chriftian,

77

hide their joy from them: butat laft,
death chops in upon them, and fpoils

all their mirths in a moment they go -
downto thepit, and with them all their

thoughts perith.  What joy remains
to him that is in mifery, to remember
the years of pleafure he hath had? A
paft felicity, is a prefent mifery 5 and
to remember the pleafire we had,
doubles the forrow we have. This
made Saint Bernard interpret that place
of the Plalmift, with long life will I
Jatisfie hime of Heavens becaule he
thought nothing was long that had an
end. This, indeed, is the Emphafis of
Heavens joy 5 thofe Blefled Souls fhall
never fin, never weep mores they fhall
not only be with the Lord, but ever
with the Lord. This is the accent
which is {et on the Elogies, given to
Heaven, in Scripture, 'Tis an Inheri-
tance, and that an incorruptible one,
that fadeth not away : It is a Crown of
Glory, and that a weighty one 3 ‘yea,
an exceeding great and cternal weight
of Glory. When once it is on the

Saints
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Saints head, it can never fall, or be
fhatched off 5 it isa Fealt, but fuch an
one, that hath afitting down to it, but
norifing up fromit.

The fécond way I propounded for fet-
ing forth the Saints reward, was, to
compare the Saints work and labour
with the reward. For though the re-
ward be great, yet if the labour bear
any confiderable proportion to it, {o
much of its greatnefs is taken away,
But the Chriftianslabour here bears no
proportion at all, with hisreward here-
after 5 and therefore the Apoftle faith,
It is not worthy to be compared with the
Glory that fhall be revealed.  Hislabour
is finite, but his reward infinites and
there is no proportion between finite,
and infioite, There 1s but little pro-
portion, you will fay, betwixt a drop
of water, and the Seas yet there is
fome, becaule though valtly greater,
yet not infinitely greater: but betwixt
thefe finite, and 1nfinite, there 1s none
at all. 'The Chriftians reward is infi-
nite 5 Firft, Intenfive, God himfclf is

5
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his reward, as well as his rewarder,
who is infinite in all his Divine Per-
fetions. And what proportion be-
tween a poor nothing Creature, and his
nothing Service , to the having this in-
finitely Glorious God his portion? So
far are thefe from bearing any propot-
tion to God, that compared with him,
they are denyed to be, 71 am, and
there ir none befides me, faith God, or
to have any excellency; he is the Ho-
ly one, the only wife God. Mans wif~
dom, is no wifdom; his holinefs, no
holinefs compared to God. secondly,
It is infinite extenfrve, or in duration.
Their reward is an everlafting life; but
their work and labour for the Lord,
how fhort ? how foon is it difpatched?
If there be no proportion between
Time, and Eternity 5 then none be-
tween the Chriftians labour, which is
performed in fo little a point of time,
and the reward which endures for ever
and ever. The Chriftian is a-few
hours in the Field at his work, and
then called into an everlafting reft in

his
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his Fathers houfc. . He carries a light
crofs, a little way on his back, which
death at the furtheft takes offs and
then an Eternal Crown of Glory is fet
on his Head. It agpravated King Ly-

- fireachus his forrow, that he had loft fo

great a Kingdom, for fo little a mat-
ter asa draught of water. How will
it ravifli the Saints Heart, to recetve
{o great a reward, at the end of fo
fhort a labour? “onathan wondered
that a little Honey, fhould coft him fo

.dear as death. 1 did (faith he) iut

taflc a litile Honey, with the end of the
Rod, that was in mine band, and lo 1
muft dye. How much more admiringly
may the Saint fay 3 'tis but a little, and
that forry (ervice that I have done for
my Godon Earth 5 andlo I mulft live,
yea, live with God 5 yea, with God
everlaltingly in Glory. Well may the
Apoltle fay, That Chrift fhall come to be
admirved in all them that belieye, 2 Thef.
2. 10. How can it but make them ad-
mirc, co {ee {o infinite a Glory the re-

ward of {o poor a labour?
Objedt
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Object. But why fhould not the chyi-
ans Holy labonr and Faithfil firvice,
v the fame proportion to his reward
Heaven, as the wicked mans [in doth
jis punifment in Hell2 this deferues
o why not that this 2 though the wick-
mans fin be ar little a time in coma
bing, as the saints Holy fervice is in
Grmings yet there is an infinite evil
bis fin (that is, objettive) becanfe
imitted againft an infinite God, And
' fhould there not be the fame reafon
the Chriflians labours

dnfiv. There is a vaft difference be-
xt thele, the nature of Sin, and the
ure of Good and Holy Actions.
cevil of fin, bears proportion to the
efty or perfon offended by it as
object is higher, and more excel-
» fo the offence is greater.  The
e offence done to a King, is fur
atcr, than that which is done to a
mn Subject.  Every fin therefore be-
committed againft an infinite God,
nesto be an infinite evil; andfo de-

G {crves
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ferves an Infinite punithment.  But the
valour and worth of a good and holy
altion, arifeth not from the excellenc

of the objedt, but of the fubject, whofe
at itis. This made Chrift his obedi.
ence meritorious, and fatisfactory with
God for us; becaule his perfon, who
performed it, was {o excellent, of in.
finite worth and dignity. And for the
{ame reafon, the Chriltians obedience
can deferve nothing, his perfon being
fo mean and low, and performed to
God; who isfoinfinitely great and glo-
rious.  Secondly, The Chriftians labour
can deferve no reward at Gods hands,
as f{in doth punifhments; becaufe the
fervice he dothis due debt3 he owes
it to his God, and even men do not
ufe to reward thofe who pay them 1
debt s nay, not thank them: So faith
our Saviour, Doth the Mafter thank hit
Servant, becanfe he did that he com:
manded him 2 I trow not, Luke 17. 9.
Thirdly, The Chriftians work and la-
bour falls fhort of what is dues itis
blended with fins his Silver is mixeg

wit
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with drofs, and his Wine. with water
yea, there is but parvum in magno, a
ittle filver with an abundance of dro(s,
Jur righteonfreffes are as filthy rags, Pfal.
54.6. Surely that- work deferves not a
jood reward, which deferves a punifh-
nent. Laftly, That little which 1s

ound truly and fpiritually good, isnot

he Chriftians own3 but his, by whofe
ower it was done. The Chriftian
nay {ay of his beft performed duty,
vhat he of his axe, 0b wafter it is bor-

owed : The alt, indeed, 1s the Chri-

rtans own, in Believing, Repenting,
nd the refts he ufeth his own facul-
ies, but the powey by which he i en-
bled todo fo, 1s Chrifts. And there«
ore he is fo far from deferving a re-
7ard, that he is indebted to God for
is affiftances and the greater the affi-
tance 1s, the greater is the debt he
ontralts. Infteadtherefore of expect-
ag thanks from God, for what hehath
one, he owes thanks, and praife to
jod, who helped him todo it. Thus
david, 1 Chron, 29. 13. Now sherefore,

G2 our
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our God, we thank thee, and praifé thy
glovious navies but who am I? and what
is my people, that me fhould be able to
offer fo willingly after this fort 2 for all
things come of thee, and of thine own we
have given thee : Yct this isthe work
which God fo wounderfully rewards of
his Free Grace 3 pugna & ego adjuvabo,
vince G ego coronabo. Fight and I will

help, overcome and I will Crown thee,
God works all in us, and thenrewards
the work, as if all had been done by
our fclves; Oh Free Grace, never e-
nough admired Mercy !

Quelt. But ifthe rewardbe (o glorions,
what reafon can then be given, why fo
few are fonnd that will Libour for 1t,

Anfw. If you expelt a good reafon,
there is none can be given: but if a
true reafon will ferve, it 1s foon
at hand. Firf#, Becaufe Heavenis a
reward that is unfeen to the Eye of
Senfe, and Carnal men (who make the
mofl in the world) have not fuch an "

Yoy
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e, as the eye of Faith, to make it
dent to them : they have, indeed,
eye of Senfe in their Head, but tha.
e the Sun, doth revelare inferiora,
oblignare fiperiora. It fhews the
d of fenfual objects here below,
:leaves the Glory of Heaven unfeen.
ondly, Heaven is a glorious reward,
'tis to come, we muft wait for it 3
carnal mens defires are impetuous,
' will not let them flay fo long for
r confolation. Now the world
- offers prefent pleafure, prefent pra-
prefent eafe s and moft men are like
garly traders, who cannot fell for
2, but muft have ready money,
1gh they put off their Goods with
3 thus do carnal men.  Give me my
ipn ({aid the Prodigal ) Never thinks
t he fhall do, when thar is fpent.
tas loved this prefent 1world, 2 Tim.
10. Heaven isa great way off, they
put that to the adventure s opcidit
0 imperat.  Let hine kill me, (faid
ppina of her Son) onlylet him reign.
5 15 the l:tnguagc of many mens
G 3 hearts,

85
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hearts, fall back, fall edge, damned,
or not damned hereafter, fol may have
my prefent lultfatisfyed Thirdly, Sin.
ners donot like the nature and quality
of Heaven. Some expreflions, indeed,
there are, with which it is fet forth in
Scriptare, that pleafe them very well,
wete they true 1 the Letter 5 as when
it is fet out by a Marriage Fealt, by
Rivers of Pleaflures, by a Crown and
Kingdom. A Feaft the Glutton likes,
were the chear fuch in Heaven, as is
on his own Table here on Earths if
the Wine of that Kingdom were fuch
as isdrawn at the Tavern, the Drunk-
ard would be for it. But a Feaft with-
out Senfual fare, joy without jollity,
Mufick without Fidling, a Crown and

- Kingdom without worldly Splendour
or Pomp, are {uch things as put them
quite out of liking with it.  So that
they care for Heaven only, when they
can have Earth no longer, and chufeit
as a place only more defirable than Hell.
‘The Application of this Point fol-
loweth. . Firff, To the Carnal world,
Two
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'wo Ways. Firfl, Of Conviftion. Se-
omdly, Of Exhortation,

Firs#, Of Convi&tion. This convi&-
th fome wicked men of a falfe flander.
and, Secondly, All of them of grofs
lly.

Firfl, Some among them, of a (lan-
erand falfe report, they bring upon
ie holy ways of God 5 as if it would
ot quit coft to be Religiouss and to
ke pains in its work, were labour loft.
his, I confefs, is an high charge, and
cre 15 reafon I (hould make it good,
tore I proceed to the refuting of it 3
ft while I accule others of flandering,
y felf be thoughtthe Slanderer 3 and
fet up an enéthy to fhoot at, when
ere 1s none, exceptin mine own ima-
aation. But the proof is eafiec. The
evils Empire in the world, was
unded firft of a lye; and as he got

{o he labours to keep it 5 he found
0 at the fislt, happy in his willing
bjection, and obedience to his God;
s only way thercfore to undo him,
15 to inveigle him out of Gods fer~

G4 vice
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vice into his own; to effet this hi
Policy, was to bring him into a diflike
of his prefent {tate; and to promife
him, not only impunity, but {trangead-
vantages, accruing upon the change
of his Mafter. Thus as Encmies throw
down Caftles, by blowing them up;
fo he by pufting manup with a conceit
of being like God, brought him down
from the height of his Felicity 5 and
inftead of making him like a God,
made him like himfelf, who 1s an ac-
curfed Devil.  Speeding (o well by this
ftratagem, he hath ufed it ever fince,
to keep (inners fron: returning to their
firlt rightful Lord:agd Mafter, as he
had done, to t'uttc.‘f.‘% 1an, at fir(t from
his fervice 5 that is, by {landering God
and Religion.  Hemualt be a hard Mas
fter, that rcaps where he doth not
fow, or fuffers not liis Scervants to reap
what they do fow. Either he exals
more than he gives ability to do, o
he doth not reward the work they
have done, and o makes them labour
in vain, Both falfe flanders. The firfl
| ]
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Imuft pafs over as foreign to my .

ject. Butthe fecond lics in my way 3
and God knows, though it be as untrue,
as he 1s ttue, yet it finds too eafie
credence among Sinners, who are glad
to have any pretence to excufle them
fromsthe fervice of God, which their
own corrupt hearts do fo much diflike.
This, therefore, hath been theold Plea,
which wicked men have made for their
averfation toReligion, 706 22.17.which
faidunto God, depart from ws, and whas
can the Almighty do fir them? Oh
what Sots doth fin make men? their
Plea had been more plaufible, if they
had faid, what can the Uomighty do
for them? but to call him Almighty,
and then ask what he cap do, {hews
they were funk beneath reafon, Who,
indeed, can exercife reafon againft
God? you fee here this prejudice a-
gainlt Piety, isas Antient, as Jobs time,
who is judged to have lived about, if
not before Mufes his Age. Yet was it
not then Novel, for Eliphas {peaks,
ver. 15. Halt thou marked the ol Wity

which
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Bhich wicked men have trodden? in.
deed, Luther faid right. Cain would
kill Abel to the end of the world 5 and
fo had they, and will have vile and
cheap thoughts of Religion. It held,
I am {ure, in Malachi his times Ye have
Jaid it is wain to [erve God, Chap. 3.
ver. 14. And have we any reafon to
think, thatthe fame prejudice againft
Religion, continues not among(t many
ungodly ones, in thele laft times?
wherein the worldis grown as older, fo
colder to Religion. Old Age, indeed,
is not wont to cure, but rather increafe
difeafes that are hereditary: the pro:
- digious prophanenefs, and filthinefs, of
our prefent Age, with the fcorn thatis
calt upon all ferious endeavours, after
Holine(s, is no good indication that it
is ceafed, but the contrary 5 that fuch
as thefe have a moft vile and bafe opi-
nion of Religion; how elfe were it
poffible they would dub themfelves,
while wallowingin their brutith lults, for
the wife and happy mens and defpife

others, as doting Fools, that dare not
vegture
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enture their Souls in their company,
¢ running with them into the fame
ccefs and riot? If they did not firft

ink Religion an infignificant thing, -

lety a needlefs fcrupulofity, and all
e Chriftians pains therein, 1n vains
d thole to be in the right, and go
vay with all the gains, who will have
thing to do with Religion, but live
an open defiance of it. Now, though
hat hath been faid already of the
orious reward, which will certainly
ownthe Chriftians labour, be enough
- wipe of this dirt from the face of
eligion, and leave it on their own
at throw it5 yet I {hall a little, and
+ abundanti, {peak to the vindication
‘it in this point. And who, though
it a ftripling, would not venture to
pe with fuch Goliahs, or Gyantsof
e Earth ;5 that defie the Living God,
id his Hofts of Saints? Is it not {trange
at thofe poor wretches fhould not
ke notice in whofe hand the Pencil
) b{{ﬂthe illfavourednefs of the Por-
aiCture that here is drawn of God arlxd

Reli-
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Religion? Who but the Devil himfelf,
would prefent him, and his holy ways,
in fuch black' lines and lincaments to
their thoughts? and is it not more
ftrange, that any of mankind (hould fo
far forget, or go again(t thofe common
notions of the Divine goodnefs, which
naturally are imprefled upon theit
minds, as to believe God to be fuchan
one, as the Devil, his {worn Enemy,
tells them he is? But moft of all {trange
it is, that thofe who have read, or
heard the Gofpel, where God,not only,
more fully makes known the goodnefs
and gracioufnefs of his Nature, but
alfo opens the counfel of his Will and
Mercy to poor finners,and brings life and
immortality to light, asthe (ure reward
of thofe, who at his graeious call, re-
ceive Chrift astheir Lordand Saviour,
(bould after all this, fing the fame old
note with ignorant Heathenss Tis in vain
to ferve God, And futable to fuch ap-
preheaftons of him, lead Irreligious
and Flagitious Lives, having nothing

but the word of a lying Devil to fe-
cure
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ure them from Eternal mifery. This
fuchan infatuation, asthe world can-
ot (hew the like 5 but who fo blind as
e, whofe eyes are put out with Gof-
el-light 2 into this righteous judgment
pon them, for rebelling againft light,
e muft refolve this their folly. For
dgment T am come intothis world, that
ey which fie not, might fee, and that
ey which fee might be made blind, John
39. But to reafon a little with this

rt of men 5 can you think that the God-

"Truth hath made {o many Promifes

——

his people to deceive them with a

fe hope? will he be unrighteous to
rget their labour of Love, after he
th made himfelf a Debtor, if not to
em, yet to his own faithfulnefs, by
wking his Promife? Can he, that re-
wds even the wicked for any work,
which he ufeth them, let his own
ithful fervants lofe their pains? Ne-
chadnezzar had the Land of Egypt
ven him for his fervice againft Tyrus,
sk 29. 18. 1y, Cyrus had agreat Em-
re for his expedition again{t Babylon :

though
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though thefe meant nothing lefs than
_theferving and glorifying of God, but
aimed at the enlargement of their Do-
minions, and fatisfying their own am-
bition; yet becaufe they were inftru.
ments to accomplifh his fecret Decrees,
in fauour of his People, hegave thema
reward. And did he reward them for
his peoples fake, and will he let thefe
his own people (it down with lofs, who
out of pure Confcience and Loveto
him, do his work, and fight his Battels
againft Flefh, World, and Devil? It
cannot be, he doth indeed make them
{tay longer, than the other, for their re-
ward 5 but they are fure to {peed bet-
ter at lalt; they, like Ifhmacl, are fent
away prefently with bread and bottle,
Temporal rewards, they have their
Confolation here 5 but when their por-
tion 1s fpent, then the Saint fhall re-
ceive hts reward, an Inheritance incor-
ruptible, and Eternal.  Be paticnt (‘faith
the Apoftle) and eftablifh gour hearts,
Jor the coming of the Lord draws nigh.

And when he cometh, their reward
comes
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comes with him.  4gain, Do you not
crofs the experiences of all the Saints,
do they not they all give God and his
fervice a good word ? proclaiming him
the beft Mafter they cver ferved. In
keeping thy commands is great veward,
(faith David ) And again, 0h tafle and
fee how good the Lord is 5 once,l confefs,
in the Paroxifm of a {ore Temptation,
he {pake like one of the foolifh world 5

I have cleanfid my heart in vain, and

wafled my bands in innocency, Pfalm
73. 13. Butwill ye believe whata man
[aith, when his head is hot and light in
the fit of a Fever, rather than when he
isin his true and right temper? No
[ooner was this fit off, but he befools
and bebeafts him(elf, and blefleth him-
(elf in his approaching happinefs. Thou
fhalt guide me withthy counfel, and afper-
ward receive me unto Glory, verfe 24.
And from this hope takes fafter hold
of God and his Holy ways s But it is
g00d for me to draw near to God,ver.28.
And furely one affirmative teftimony
of a Saint, in vindication of God and

Religion,

Pfal.
19.11 n.
Pfal,

34. 8,
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Rom,

6, at1.

Religion, is of more weight than a
thoufand negative teftimonies of the
wicked world to the contrary, who
{peak evil of what they underftand not;
condemn Religion before they have
trycd it, and difgrace that {ervice they
were never in.  Whereas the godly
man hath ferved both Mafters, and
fpeaks from his own experience, where
moft is to be got; profefling that he
hath nothing to fhew of his gettings in

 the fervice of fin, but fheme. Butin the

Lords fervice, prelent fruit unto Holi-
nefi, and a hope of Eternal life after-
ward. In « word, needsthere any more
to make this appear a falfe {lander, than
to obferve, how thefe very wretches
upon a fick-bed, when they apprehend
themlelves on the marches of death,
do Court Religions which in their
jollity they Cart and Scourge with
their reviling Tongues? Oh how glad
would they then be to creep intoa
Saints cloaths, and go by hisname 5 how
defirous to dye the Righteous mans

death, and to have an end like his¢
Oh
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h how afraid to look into another
orld, or to think of going hence as
ey are? Doth not all this {peak, that
ey themlelves fecretly think there is
ore reality in Religion, and the Eter-
l confequences of it, than they will
their Profperity confefs? The truth
- God hath their Conicience on his
le, but their Lultshave their Hearts 3
d thefe are they which gag their Con-
lence, that it may not fpeak what it
ould: but at laft, Conftience is even
th them, and revengeth the vidlence
fered toit, upon them. And for ftop-
3 1ts mouth a while, opens it the wi-
r at lafts both in accufing them for
twtheirpalt wickednefs, and terrify-
g them with the fearful expeation
" the Di(mal Tempeft of Fire and
imftone, ready now to pour down
on them. Thus as the hardeft Frofts,
hen they break, lcave the deepeft
1gs betind them : fo doth the greatelt
edolency and infenfibility, in an Ir-
ligious life, leave finners (when Con-

lence recovers its fenfe and, feeling)
H fticking
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fricking faft in the deepeft horror and
defperation.

Secondly, This convills the carnal
world of grofs folly, in refufing the (er-
vice of God, where the reward of their
labour is fo fure and incomprehenfibly
great 3 and for mifplacing their pains
and labour for that which is neither
fure to be obtained , nor much worth
the having, if it be gotten 5 and o in
‘both refpelts labour in vain.  Firf?, the
{inncy labours for what he 1s not fure
to obtamn. The world hath not to this
day been able to give a certain rule
whereby the covetous Worldling, can
be fure after all his toyl and drudgery,
that he fhall be rich 5 nor the ambiti-
ous, that he (hall get up the hill of ho-
nour, and not catch a fall in climbing
it : the world is too like a Lottery,
where men know not whether they
{hall draw a Prize or Blank. Though
all come with heads full of hopes and
projelts into the world, yet moft go
out with hearts full of fhame and for-
row for their difappointments. But in

R eligion,
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eligion, there is fuch a certain rule
id down in the good Word of God,
at whoever walks by it, Peace ¢ upon
w3 fay ye to the Righteons it fhall be
Mvith bim.  Mark the Perfe® man, cal.s,
d bebold the Upright, for the end of Va3,
at man is Peace, Plalm 37. 37. They pfy
at wait on the Lord (hall not be a- $7.37.
amed, becaufc not difappointed of
cir hopes but fome carnal men will
[ you, whatever the world is to o-
xrs, yet they can fay their labour ig
t in vain.  This worldling,who hath
dlpered in his way, can fhew you
filled bags, and tell you how many
ndreds a year he puts up as clear
niato his Purfe. The Voluptuous
fon will tell you [tories of the many
try Meetings he hath been at,
nths and Years of Pleafire he hath
oyed 5 faying with the carnal Fews,
fé are the rewards our Lovers hape
en ns, Hofea 2. 12. How then fay
1, that we labour upon fuch uncer-
aties ? In the (ccond place therefore,
prize that finners get by all their
H 2 Labour,

j
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Xabour, it 15 not {o much worth, asto

{ave them from lofling their Labour,

For rirft, What they have got will ere

long leave them.  Secomdly, Tt will de-
ceive them. Thirdly, 1t will damn
them. Firf?, It will lcave them. [t

is not i the power of mans wit to
devife a way, how the Ambitious man
fhould keep his honour long, except

his preferment could change his Na-

ture, and make him immortals he is,

alas, ftill of the fame clay with other

men, as he was before. The Rambow

is a common watry Cloud, no more
durable, than the reft, though painted

for a time with gayer colours.  That
which hath been, is named alreacdy, and

it is known that it is man, Ecclef. 6. 10,
=R a lump of red carth, that muft
return cre-Jong to his firlt duft.  As
impoflible it is for the Covetous man -

to make his eftate fure to him s his
Riches will make wings to themfeles,

Prev. though he doth not as the Prodigal,
s make wings for them s fly away they:
s.3. will, and that toward Heaven alfo, to
accufe
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:ufe him, and be a witne(s againft
n at the laft day, If he fhould not
- them flown from him while he
es, yet to be fure when Death’s Gun
s off, thefe, and all the finners joys,
Iflye away at once. And how near
tep it is to Death, the very Hea-
ns can tell you, by their Hyrogly-
ck of an apen eye for life, and an
Jout for deaths intimating, that
th may come, iffi oculi 5 mauos life
y be clofed up, as {oon as an eye
be fmt : And is 1t not folly and
Inefs to beftow all a mans Labour,
raife the hopes of his Felicity on
1 loofe ground, where his building
7 fall as foon as it is up ¢ this made
mon hate “all  his labonr under the
, Eccleft 2. 17. Becaufe when he

done all; he mult leave all.  se-
{ly, What Carnal men labour for,

deceive them.  Satan and the
rld are both very free oftheir Pro-
s to their Vaflals and Servaness
thefe things, will I give thee, (faid

if thow wilt fall down. and worfbip
. ' H 3 me.
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me. But alas, when the promifed
Fealt comes to be {ervedin; it proves,
as we {ay, nothing between two difhes:
They [pend their Money for that which
is not Breads they labour for that which
doth not profit, yea, "tis worle than no.
thing. For Bread they have Stones,
for FifhScorpions given thems inftead
of content, they have vexation, anda
fting in their Confcience. Hence the
wicked are faid, #o work a deceitful
work , Prov. 11. 18, Deceitful, becaule
it deceiveth the worker 5 would not
he be deceived, who labours hard all
day, 1o hope of a good reward at night
from his Malter, but is then paid with
nothing but a good Cudgel upon his
bones? This is the reward which Sin-
ners have even in this life; many a
blow and ftripe laid upon him by his
Confcience, which others do not fee,
but he feels 5 he expects a Paradife, but
finds a Purgatory, and not only fo, but
{fometimes God teftifying openly againft
him in his Judgments. No doubt Ge-
hazi pleafed bhimfelf with his Plot,
whereby




T oF & Ciplttian,

10,

hereby he might get in one day,more
an he was like to do in many years
rvice of his Malter. Oh how brave
ould he be, when his new Cloaths
xre on his back ? but, alas, he did
it think of that other Garment of
profie, which God would beftow on
m, a Garment not like others, to
ver his fhame, but to difcover and
oclaim his {ins a Garment that
»uld laft him to wear, and his Chil-
en, from Generation to Generation.
irdly, That which the Sinner labours
r, will not only leave and deceive,
t alfo everlaftingly damn him3; they
» not only labour for vanity, but
'y labour in the five for it, Habak. 2.
Al five, T am fure, willbe the end of
2it labour 3 what the Apofile faith of
c fort of Sinners, They that will be
by fall into temptation, and a fnare,
1 into many foolifh and burtful lufls,
ich drown men in deflrution and
dition, is as true of the reft. .He
it will have Pleafures, or he that
I have Honours an Heart (et vio-

H 4 lently
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Jently on any thing here below, that
makes it his Treafure to enjoy, and
thereforc his chief Labour to obtainy
this man muft needs fall into temptati-
on, and a fnare, and many foolith and
hurtful lafts, which (without Gods
merciful hand, {natching him out of
their Clutches) are {ure to drown them
in Eternal Perdition.  Was shiszei un-
wife, who by going out of his Precinls
to recover his run-away Servants, loft
his own life? How much more folly
and madnefsis 1t, by hunting after the
ran-away Vanities of the Creature,
that are but thy {crvants to lofe thelife
of thy Soul? Cur ca gua ad ufum din
turna cffe non poffunt, ad fupplicinm diy-
turn.e depofies ¢ \Why wilt thou, oh man,
make that which is but temporary in
the ufe, eternal in thy punithment?
Who would crave the {weetclt morfe]
i the world, which after the fhort
Pleafure in {wallowing of it down,
would caule intollerable gripes in his
Bowels for but a month? and wilt thou
devour that, which thou muft be di

gefling
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gefting in Hell with Torments, asend-
efs as eaflefs ?
secondly, Of Exhortation, to all that
are at préfent in the fervice of Sin,tobe
perfwaded to change your Mafter. Oh
come now into the Lords fervice, that
at death you may enter into your
Lords joys enter into his Vineyard
now, that you may have your penny
at night among(t his Faithful Labourers 3
labour for God in this world, that you
may reft with God from your labours
in the other. It is faid of cefar, that
when he had brought his Army fo
near Rome, that they might {ee it before
them, he bad his Souldiers look upon it
withly, (aying, #hat think youe is not
gonder brave City worth Fighting for 2
I have been fpeaking of another gucfs
place. Let me defire you to look once
again up to the Heavenly Terufalem,
the City and Chamber of the great
King, where is laid up this goodly re-
ward fpoken to 5 is it not worth the
labouring for, and going to, though
every ftep of the way were to be trod
: on
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on pointsof Swords ? Is it not a blefled
thing to behold God face to face? to
be ever with the Lord? to bathe thy
felf in thofe Pleafures that are at his
right hand? to drink the wine of the
Kingdom, in the Kingdom of Heaven
it (elf2 Wile thou lofe it, as Lyfmachus
did his werldly Kingdom, by ftaying
todrink a draught of puddle water? the
muddy pleafures of Sin for a feafon?
long thou canft not ftay here. Doth
it not behove thee to make fure of gn
houfe abave to receive thee, when
thou art turned out of thy Earthly Ta-
bernacle here? and if it doth, muft
thou not become his Servant , do his
work, or never look for his reward?
And if thou wile do it, when mean't
thou to fet about it, if not now ? Hea-
ven 1s won or loft here, now and ever,
now or never. When death takesthee
off the ftage, think not to have leave
to return, that thoumayft alt thy part
better. Times lofsis the moft irreco-
verable; thou mayft lofe thy Ring,

and find it again; thy Houfe may be
burnt,
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burnt, and built agains but if time be
loft, that never can be recovered.
Death 1s a change, that puts into an
unchangeable {tate, the Saint iato a {tate
of Blils, the Sinner into a ftate of Mi-
fery. Heaven the reward of Gods
Labourers, and Hell the wages of wick-
ed Workers and Loiterers.  Ohthink,
and think again, before it be too late,
what rapping there will be at Heaven
Gate, what calling, and crying to be

let in3 yea, even by thofe, who now, -

when it (tands open may,and will not;
and therefore then (hall have no other
an{wer, than that of our Saviour, I
newver knew you, depart frow me, ye that
work, iniquitys let him pay you, that
fet you on work. Sinners, you think
that at prefent you have the odds and
idvantage of the Saints 3 they are Ma-
*erating them(elves with Fafting, while
pou are pampering your felves with
Feafting s they are Mourning for their
ins, while you are Pleafurably com-
nitting yours; they are Afili¢ted, and

you are at Eafes you get the Worh:::i
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and they lofe it.  But then the Tables
will be turned, they will recover all
their lofles here, and thou lofe all thy
gainj their forrows will take leave of
them, never to trouble them more;
but thy joys will be at end, and thy
{orrows come in the room of them. In
a word, they fhall be comforted, and
you tormented. 2. To the Saints,
Walk in the view of this your reward,
and make an holy improvement of it
in your lives. That which is the end
of our Faith, viz. Salvation, fhould
be propounded as the end of all our
actings, and have an influence into our
whole courle. Finis principinm eft om-
ninw operationnm 5 it (hould have the
nature of a Direction what to do, and
of a Motive to inforce, and invigorate
us in all wedo. ' As the Bird is guided
by its Train, and the Ship by its Rud-
der, fo the Chriftian fhould by his end.
Firfe, Therefore let this Glorious Re-
ward thou feelt before thee, keep thee
from accepting of the rewards of fin3

let them love the reward of iniquity,
that
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hat look not for a reward of Righte-
nfnels,  Abrabam would not have it
aid, the King of Sodom wmzade him rich,
vho had God for his exceeding great re-
vard.  Moles, who had refpect unto the
ccompence of the vreward, defpifed the
leafires of fin for a_feafon.It difhonoreth
he Prince, when his Conrtier accepts
| Pealion from a {trange, much more
rom an encmy Prince. When we
ield to any {in, we do what Sacan
empted Chrift unto, even worlhip and
ay an homageto him. Ikunow no Ar-
ument to repel the Enemy, more for-
ible, nor more honourable, thanthis 3
will not difgrace my Mafters fervice,
he hopes I have from him, to borrow a
cward from his Enemy. Some Nati-
ns are wont to fight in their richeft
Jdoaths and Jewels, to make them
1ore valiant, by confidering how great
weir lofs would be, by falling into
icir Enemies hands.  Certainly,Satan
rould not fo cafily foil thee (Chrifti-
n) if thou did{t wear the rich Brace-
:ts of the Promifes, and by Faith put

on
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on that robe of Glory, with which thou
fhalt ere longbe clothed. How would
2 glorified Saint fcorn a motion to (in,
Vilio beatifica impotentes facit Angelos
& fapitos ad peccandum. What, they
fin? the Sun might fooner be pull'd
out of its Orb, than they out of their
Obedience.  What, they leave the
Fatnefs and Sweetne(sthey are fatiated
with, for any thing that is to be got by
a bafe finner? Such a thought never
did, nor can enter into their Holy
Heart. And we (hould be more like
them, in our deteftation of all fin, had
we more raifed apprehenfions of the
greatnefs of the Heavenly reward, and
ftronger hopes ‘for our coming to it.
Secondly, Let it make thee (tedfat,
and unmoveable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord. Thisis the im-
provement which our Apoftle makes
in this place, of this very Point; there
1s a 7dxgimror in Religion, much prefled
by the 4pofile upon Believers, to walk
as becomes the Gofpel, as becomes Saints,

to walk worthy of God, worthy of onr
Holy
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Holy Vocation.  Now this becomingnefs
ies much in the futablenefs of our pre-
ent actings, to the heighth of our fu-
ure hopes.  When we cndeavourthat
the properties of our attions, may cor-
refpond, and bear a refemblance tothe
reward expected by us. As the impref-
fion on the Wax, anfwereth to the
Sculpture of the Scal 5 or as the Pore
wd Garb of a great Heir, is to the vaft
[nheritance he fhall have. Now the
Text, (for I go no farther) prefents us
with Two Properties of the Saints re-
ward; Certainty, and Immenfity, And
1ccordingly prefles this double Duty,
Stedfaftnefs, or unmoveablenefs, and
bounding always in the work of the
Lord, as bearing a refemblance unto
t.  Firfl, Therefore labour to be fted-
altin thy profeffion of the Faith 3 ho/d-
g faft (faith the Apoltle) the Faith-
W word, Titus 1.9. How unfutable to
\ Faithful Word, is a Faithlefs Heart?

A\ wavering weak Faith, to a fure -

Nord? 2 pet. 1.19. A Sceptical judg-

nent, toa Doctrine that isindubitable,
and
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and without controverlic, 1 Tim. 3. 16,
How unbecoming isit to be off and on,
hot and cold, unftable and uncon-
ftant in an holy courfe, when thou
lookelt for a Kingdom that cannot be
fhaken ? Sccondly, Let it make thee a-
bounding in the work of the Lord.
How unfutable is 1t to pinch God in
thy {ervice, who is fo magnificent in
his reward ? - How unbecoming,to think
any meafure enough in thy duty, when
the reward promifed, is without all
meafure? Nay, do not only abound,
but be always abounding in the Lords
work, who will make thee always bap-
py. Alas, what i3 our alwaysin a-
bounding herey to the always of his
rewarding hereafter? the alwaysofour
{ftrvice extendeth but to the end of a
thort life s but the always of the reward
to anendlefs Eternity.  Were thereno
reward at all hoped for, yet we ought
yea, the Saint would (for his new Na-
ture inclines him therewnto) ferve his
God. Wefee even our Children, do

love and obey us their Parents, though
= fome
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ne of us have no Portion or Inheri-
ice to leave them ? But it {fuperadds
urther Argument to a Rich mans
lild, to make him more abundantly
tiful and diligent, to confider what
yreat eltate his Father hath s of all
ich he will make him Heir, though
might not ('if he pleafed) have fet-
| any thing on him at all. Thus
ien a Saint confiders, that God, who
ght have made 3 Law, binding him
Obedience, without making a Pro-
(e toreward the fame. It muftneeds
ichaffet his heart, to fee God in his
defcending Grace, and immenfe
unty, thus to {weeten, and facilitate
Obedience, with a promife of no
s reward, than of the Heavenly In-
itance. Think, oh Chriftian, how

le the greateft fervice thou canft

v do thy God, willin a dying hour
>ear to thine own thoughts, I have

'erved, that the beft of Saints, whofe

inency in Grace, and ferviceable-
s in their Generations, others ad-

red, have yet themfelves, upona

I fick
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fick and dying bed, complained of their
barrennefs and unprofitablenefs. Not
bragged of their zeal, but bewailed
their coldnefs s not applanded them
felves for what they had done, but
mournfully confefled, what they had
left undone; the fenfe of thetr defici:
encies, quite hiding fromtheir eyesthe
fight of their eminent diligence, As that
famous Light in our Britifh Church, and
laborious Servant of Chrift, Bifly
Vfber, on his dying bed, thus Prayed,
0h God forgive my [ins of Omilfson:
Who yet was admired of all that koew
him, for his laborious diligence in the
Pulpit, and out of it allo. And one
reafon, I humbly conceive, why the
beft of Saints, atfuch an hour,aremore
than ever fenfible of their deficiencies,
is, becaufe they then . ftanding neareft
to Eternity, have higher and wider
apprehenfions of the Majelty of God,
and the immen{e Glory of Heavenj
which apprehenfions muft needs caufe
them to fee the vility and nothing:
nefs of their own fanctity, and alltheir

fervices 3
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:rvices; and confequently, fill them

ithan holy blufhing and {hame, that
iey have done {o little for God, who
ith laid up fo much for them; thatv
iey have no more glorified him on
arth, who hope, fo foon to be glori-
-d with him in Heaven. And if the
helt meafures of the moft fruitful
nts, which have done God more
rvice, than an hundred fuch as thy
If, fhrink into nothing, in their own
e at {fuch a time, and leave them full
‘fhame and {orrow for their unfutable
tings, to their high and glorious
pes 5 how much more will 1t afflidk
ce with unfpeakable grief and for-
win the like hour (it thou haft a
am of Sincerity in thine Heart) to
nember thy more palpable negli-
nce and barrennefs., Oh what then
lt thou fay of thy palt life, which is
thin fown with Holy Adtions ? now

m thinkeft thy felfR eligious enough,

th thy infrequent Devotions s if thou
it get to the Church once inaweek,

Linto thy Clofet,fora few moments,’
| ) once
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once in a-day, it is well : But when
thou comelt to dye, thou wilt then
complain, how thoun haft {tarved thy

»  Soul, and robbed thy God of much
time, which might, and ought to have
beeu imployed inCommunion with him,
and working out thy own Salvation,
Now a few Pence out of thy great E-
ftate, palleth for Charity; but whea
death comes to fweep all away at once,
then thou wilt complainthou haft been

a niggard of thy Purfe, and didft not
honour God with thy Subftance. Now
though thou {peakelt,but once ortwice
in a Moon of God, and Heaven inthy
Familys and very f{eldom dolt Cate-

~ chife thy Children, and that but for-
mally, without any affettion, or with
little defire to affet them, with the
concernment of thofe Truths, thou in-
ftrulteft them in, yet thou pleafelt
thy felf, in having done thy é)uty to
them fo well. But when death’s cold
fwceat {hall warn you ef your dpproach-
ing Diflolution, then thou wilt bewail,
that Religion wasfo feldom the {ubject

, 0
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thy, difcourle, inyour Family, that
u did not morc conftantly inftruct
ar Children and Seérvants; and
enyou did, that you did not more
Tionately endeavour to move their
'ttions, and draw their hearts to
‘love and liking of Religion in its
aths, and the prattice of them.
thirdly, Improve the hope thou haft
this reward, to make thee live a« -
e this prefent world. Truly, thou
it well be content with a little
e, who lookeft for fo much here-
. If the Labourer hath but meat
drink at his work, he asketh no
e, but ftays willingly for the reft
night, when he is to recetve his
ses.  If thou halt Food and Ray-
it here, and Heaven at the end, doth
God deal well with thee? O, ’tis
want of Faith in the Promife, and
7ity in our Hope, to exercife it felf
his Blefled Obje(t, that we arefo
ng and craving after the things of
warld, and fo diflatisfied with our
ion here. We read of solomon,
Io that
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that hemade Silver to be in Jerufalem,
as [lones, & Cedars s the Sycomore trees,
1 Kings 10. 27. The Chriftian might
do more, had he a lively Faith and
Hop:=35 he might make all this worlds
Glory, Pleafures, and Treafures, to be
but as dirt and dung in his yaluation,
from what he expects to be preferred
to, within a while' in Heaven. And
he is the happier man, that can live a-
bove the world, than he that {wimsin
all its abundance. It is for want of
better Metal, that Leather and Cop-
per are ftamped for Coins and for
want of Faith, or exercifing it on the
Promife, that we et too high a price of
the things of this world. This would,
and nothing clfe can take off our
Hearts from prefent things. Qur Af
fections are too great a flream to be
dryed ups but turned, they may be,
into another Chanel 5 and truly, the
world is too narrow a Chanel to con-
tainthem : Buthere is roomth enough,
and more than enough for them all;
here is aplace of broad-water, no feal}

0
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of wanting Sea-room. If we would
Jaunch out into the Meditation of this
bleffed place, oh how fhould we find
our Hearts inflamed with longing de-
firestobe there, and no more envy the
Carnal world, for what we leave them
here ta enjoy, than you would the
Swine his {will, if you were going to
Fealt at a Princes Table 5 which minds
me of the next partieular,

Fourthly, Improve this Glorious Re-
ward to reconcile death to thy thoughts,
ind make thee rather defire, than fear
‘o be diffolved. Many were the Ax-
yuments, which the Philofophers, a-
nong the Heathens muftered up, to ex-
vel the fear of this King of Terrors ;
ut the wifelt of them were baflled in
il their attempts therein,  Asit is faid
f Cicero, a little before his death, that
1e confefled the remedies, which he
1ad prepared againft this Enemy, pro-
ved, he knew not how, but tooweak

ind feeble for that purpofe. And one

was bold to tell Plato, when he fpake
nuch of the contempt of death, Fortiys
I 4 logueris,
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logueris, quim wivis 5 that he {poke
higher than he lived s and no wonder,
if we confider, in how davk a light
they faw the exiltence ol a future ftate;
and much more, at what 1 lofs they
were for finding the right way which
leads to the happinefs of it.  Neither
do I wonder, that any wicked manun-
der the Golpel, fhould be terrified at
an approaching death, and go down
to the grave, as, they fay, Bears go
down an Hill, backward 5 afraidto{ee,
‘or think of that {tate they are going
into,  For the more any knows of
Heaven, without a well grounded hope
of arriving there, the greater mult his
dread needs be.  He that increafith
knowledge here, will be fure toincreafe
bis forrow; Dbut why any of the Peo-
ple of God, that have a hope of Hea-
ven, fhould not in {ome meafure over-
come the prevalency,at Jeaft of this feas
of death, 1s ftrange 5 and, indeed, caft:
a reproach upon Chriftianity. The
Turks (I have heard ) fome of them
fhould fay; they did not thinl Chri

ftians
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(tians believed there was an ‘Heaven,
becaufe they {aw themfo loth to goto
it. Labour Chriftian, to wipe of this
reproach, which thefe Infidels caft up-
on our Religion, Firs#, Look thou
buildeft thy hope of Heaven, deep,
nd {trong, upon a good ground 5 which
s Regenerating Grace, (for a dead
Soul, cannot have alively Hope) Then
abour to hold faft the rejoycing of
hy Hope unto the end, to which it
yould much conduce, to preferve a
ight notion of death in thy thoughts,
What el(e (Chriftian) is deathto thee ,
>ut what Jordar was to the Ifraelites ?
t paflage from an howling Wildernefs,
of a [inful miferable World, where
‘houhalt been pinched with Wants,and
tung with fiery Temptations, to a
Land of Promife, where is fafety to
ecurity, and fullnes to Felicity :
where thon wilt find the abfence of no-
hing, but fin and forrow. Look up-
on it, as the uncovering of the Ark'of
thy bady, wherein thou haft been
toffed and tumbled forely .upon the

waves
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waves of a reltlefs life, to fet thee on
fhore on Heavens firm and peaceable
Land. Isthe betrothed Spoufe afraid
of her Marriage day? or a Prince loth
to crofs a narrow Sea, to take poflef
fion of a wide Kingdom, and a rich
Crown, that wait only for hiscoming?
No (Chriftian) fear not thou death,
but rather let thy heart revive with
old Facobs, at the fight of this Wagon
or Chariot, which is fent to bring thee

over to thy Heavenly Fathershoufe.
_Fifihly, Let it moderate your for-
row, for the death of your Pious
Friends, and ufeful Inftrumentsin their
Generations. Indeed, the lofs of fuch
isgreat, to thofe that are left behind;
and therefore God allows usto mourn,
when fuch breaches are made uponus;
but withal, he fets bounds to our for-
row, that we forrow not even as others,
which have no hope, nor mourn {o asto
refufe to be comforted; to take our
own lofs fo to heart, as notto rejoyce
in their gain: Is this thy kindnefs to
thy Friends? would(t thou have them
labour,
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labour, and never reft ? work,and ne-
ver recelve their reward? They could
not have had thele here, but they
have them where they are gone. Oh
be not unkind to them, by beingover-
kind to your felves. If ye loved e, ye
would rejoyce, ({zith our Saviour to
his Difciples) becanfe I faid 1 go tothe
Father, Joh.16.28. As if he had faid to
them, you are indeed (my Difciples)
too {elvith. Youthink what you (hall
lofe 1f' I depart hence, but you do not
confider, what [ {hould lofe, by my
ftaying here: You fee the poor condi-
tion I live in here on Earth, and know
the Royalty and Glory I am going to
be pollefled of in Heavens and are
you unwilling I fhould be advanced to
my Throne there; and that after I
fhall have finifhed the work of your
Redemption here? Truly you are un-
kind, and fhew but little love, in this,
to me, your dear Lord and Saviour.
Nor do we exprefs much love to our
deceafed Friends, of whofe happy
change we have no reafon to doubt,

if
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if their incomparable advantage doth
not make us more rejoyce for them,
than our lofs, make us mourn for our
felves. If we be, as they were, (fincere
and faithful Chriftians) our lofs is but
fhort; ere long we fhall recover it, by
being taken up to thems they are not
loft, but gone alittle before, whither
the reft of their Brethrea, ere long,
fhall be called. And while we are left
here behind, we have a God to live
upon , who cannot dye, whowill not
leave us, and whofe prefence is fuffici-
ent to compenfate, I trow, the abfence,
not of one, butall our Friends. Would
Elkanah be thought better to his bar-
ren Wife, than ten Sons? May not God
then look his Children, when bereaved
of any Creature Comforts, fhould
eount the having him better, yea, in-
finitely better than them all. Let
therefore cvery Saint, in this, and all
other bereavements,{olace himfe!f with p
~ this of David, Plalm 18. 46. The Lord
liveth, and bleffed be may rock , and letthe
God of my Salvation be exalted. .
It
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Itis expelted, [ know, that I thould
now fpeak fomething of that Noble
(and without offence, I hopz, [ may
fay) Elect Lady 5 the Solemnization of
whofe Funeral, occafioned this our
forrowful meeting 5 which (hould I not
do, without doubt, I fhould fend you
all away, very much diffatisfyed. But
far be it fromme, that I thould by my
filence, puther light (now fhe is dead)
under a Bufhel, which fhined, before
all your eyes, fo radiently, while fhe
wasalive, even as a great Candlé, on
an high Candleftick. It was faid of
John Baptif¥,all men connted John, that
he was a Prophet indeed. And 1 am
perfwaded, that all who knew her,
clteemed the Lady Veve a Chriftian in-
deed. Truly, if we may not think {o
of her, we fhall be at a great lofs to
find fuch Charactters, by which we may
judge any at all tobe fo. I thall begin
to fpeak of her, where fhe her felf be-
gantobe, her Birth, I mean, and Pa-
‘rentage, from which fhe had her Ex-
traction.  And this was High and An-
cient

Mar.
11,32,

i?
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cient on both fides. For by her Mo-
thers fide, (he fprang fromthe chief of
the Throg-mortons Family 5 and by the
Fathers fide, was extralted of the An-
cient Family of the Tracies, at Toding-
tonr in Gloucefter-fhire.  She was the
youngelt of Fifteen Childrens born on
the Eighteenth day of May, Anno 1581,
being the 23. of Queen Elizabeth. Her
Mother dyed three days after {he was
Bornj and her Father, when fhe was
but cight years old. Thus foon was
fhe an Orphans but, indeed, they only
arc Orphans, who have no Father in
Heaven. Wwhen her Father and her Mo
ther tims forfook her, the Lord took her
np. The many Experiences fhe had all
a‘ong her life, of Gods molt tender
carc over her, occafioned her to chule
this for her Aotto (which is found
written by her, in the front of molt of
her Books in her Clofet ) God will pro-
zide. She took much delight in fpeak-
ing of onc of her Anceftors, as one of
the greateft Honours to her Family.
William Tracy of Toddington, Efquire,

men-
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mentioned by Mr. Fox in his Marty-
rology, who in the Reign of King
Henry the . Eighth, for the {ound Pro-
feflion of his Faith, made by him inhis
laft Will and Teftament, was after his
Deceale, condemned to have his body
taken out of the ground and burnt;
which Sentence, accordingly was exe-
cuted,  She was twice Married; to
Mr. iPilliam Hobby, her firlt- Husband,

at Nineteen Years of Age, by whom .

(he had two Sons, which were Reli-
gioufly Educated by her 5 the happy
fruit of thisher care, fhe reaped at their
Pious Deaths (for they both went
young to Heaven) the Younger dyed
in the Fourteenth Year of his Ages
the Elder inhis Three and Twentieth,
much admired for his Parts, and loved
for his Piety. Her fecond Husband
was, Sir Hordce Vere, afterward Baron
of Tilbury; fo Noble and Excellent a
Perfon, that I muft not name him with-
out fome Honourable R efleftion ; one
whofe Coat Armour made more Re-
nowned, than his Coat of Arms 3 and

‘ his

\



138 TheRLabour andIReward

| a Sam,
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his Perfonal Atchievementsin the field,
ennobled more, than the High Blood
he borrowed from his Anceftors. But
his Piety gave him the highelt Cha-
rater of all; by the other he got a
great Name, like unto the great Men,
that ave in the Earths but by thishe
obtained # good Name. And even Tu:
citns, the Rowman Hiftorian, prefers a
praife from Goodnefs,before that which

. 15 obtained by Greatnefs. And there-

fore {peaking of a Noble Rowman, {aith,
he was, inter claros potits quam inter
bonos cenfendus. This Noble Lord was
one, who could wreftle with God, as
well as fight with Mens and may be
thought to have got his Vitories upon
his knees in his Clofet, before he drew
his Sword in the Field. And whenhe
had overcome his Enemies, he could
overcome himfclf allos; being one of
the humble(t Souls, in whom fo much
true worth lodged, that I have heard
of. His good Lady, would fay, fhe
honoured him for his Valour, but moft,

for the Grace of God which thined in
himc
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iwm.  Thus (he did, corufeare radiis
Mariti, fhined by the Rays of her
usbands Excellencies 5 but not only
vith thefe, for fhe had radient Beams
f her own, by which fhe calt like
{onour upon him, as fhe received
rom him.  So happily was this Noble
Jouple fuited, as in the high Extra.
tion of both their Births, f{o alfo in
he reft of their accomplifhments, that
hey mutually illuftrated each the o-
hers Honour. But pafling by all her
zcnlar Prerogatives , we {hall ‘'now
refent herto you, in fome of her {pi-
itual Excellencies. Thefe, indeed,
tve the intrinfick value to a perfon.
le that would take the true height of
£ a man, muft not meafure him with
he vantage-ground he (tands on. I
ny fay of this Gracious Lady, what
lehemiah {atd of another Noble Per-
on inhis time 3 She was « Faithful 5o~ yepem;
ran, and feared God above inarny. Some 7. 2.
re {o prodigioufly wicked, that they
cem to have wedded the Vices of
nany others. Butthis good Lady may
K be
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be faid to have colletted the Excellen.
cies of many other €hriftians. In her
you might have feen thele various
Graces, which grow to an eminency,
but feverally in others, met altogether

in one knots I (hall fpeak of a few.
Firfl, Tlc fear of the Great God, was
very great in her; wanderful tender
fhe was of offending him. She hath
been often heard to fay, and that fo-
lemnly 5 Oh, [ would not fin again{t my
God. She profefled, thatfhe dreaded
Hell moft, asa place where God was
Blalphemed.  Oh pretious Saint, to

dread Hells (in, more than Hells firc,
Secondly, Her Zeal to the Worfhip
of God, was eminent. Firft, Tothe
Publick,this was evidenced many ways.
FirSf, By her Zeal, to get able and
faithful Minifters for thole Livings fhe
had inher difpofe; and by improving
her utmoft interelt, to procure thelike
for this Parifh, where fhe refided, in its
feveral vacancies. And herein the
Noble Patron, did moft kindly gratifie
her with the choice, deeply obliging,
not



not only her Hononr, but the whole
Town thereby s {o that you in this place,
have lived in a Gofher of Gofpef)light
for a long feafon 5 and are able alfo to
tell, how comfortably fhe fpake to thofe
that taught the good Word of the Lord
among ! you. What countenance, and
real encouragement fhe gave them in
the Lords Work, without fparing her
urfe todo it.  Secondly, By her con-
tant attendance on the Publick Wor-
hip, fo long as the Lord vouchfifed
ler any health : yea, fhe did not only
ttend on it her felf, but was careful
hat her Family ' fhould do the fame
vith her.  They that would not ferve
5od with her, were no Servants for
er.’ Thirdly, She was no lefs devout
n, than conftant at the Publick Wor-
aip. She durft not trifle with Holy
hings, which made one (‘in this re-
sect) fay of her, That this Lady, by ber
olentn and Reverent Deportment in Di-
ine Worfhip, would make onc believe
bat there #s a God indeed. As for the
acrament of the Lords supper, which

K 2 1s
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is.fodifmally negletted by many 35 her
defires were moft Ardent to partake of
it frequently, faying, (as the Minifter
of the place informed me) that fhe
durlt not neglelt, no, not any one op-
pottunity, that was offered for the
enjoying this Sacred Ordinance. And,
oh, how intent was {he in Preparation
for it ? the whole preceding weels was
taken up by her for that works; in
which, {he would always have a pri-
vate Faft with her Family, or a fecret
one in her Clofet. Wasnot this one
that meant to go to Heaven in good
earnclt? Secondly, The Private Wor-
{hip of God. Let us follow her from
the Church, to her own Houle, and we
fhall find, that fhe brought her Reli-
oion and Devotion home with her,
and did not leave them in her Pue be-
hind her, till the returned to it again
the next Sabbath.  Some can comple-
ment God Almighty, before their
Neighbours, onthe Sabbath , butcare
not to acquaint with God at home all
the week after.  But if ever any pri-

vate
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te dwelling, might be called a chappe!
hittle Sanctuary, her honfe was fuch.
here you might find her, and her
mily, twice every day, upon their
iees, folemnly Worlhipping the Great
od; there yon might fee them, hum-
y fitting, at his feet, to hear his molft
oly Word read unto thems concly-
1g conftantly their Evening Service,
th Singing one of Dawvids Pfalws.
hat Strangers foever were prefent,
'€ was no putting by, or adjoyning
* Worfhip of God to a more conve-
ot feafon. On the Lords day, you
sht hear the Sermons Preached in
blick, repeated to the Family, the
vants called to give an account be-
e her, of what they remembred,
high Praifes of God founded forth
the whole Family together. Afier
per again, you might hear the Ser-
its In their room, exercifing them-
‘es in the (ame Heavenly Duty of
ging Pfalms, And no fooner did'the
4 Lady hear them (trike up, but a-
7 fhe would go to joyn withthem in
K 3 that
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that duty. Follow her up the ftairs,
there you fhould be fure to find her,
twice every day, (hut up fome hours in
her Clofet (which was excellently fur-
nithed with Pious Books of Practical
Divinity) Here fhe redeemed much
pretious time,in reading the holy Scrip-
tures, and other good Books,that might
give her further light into them, and
help to put more heat into that light
fhe had obtained. Here fhe poured
out her devout Soul, with {uch fer-
vours of Spirit in Prayer, ascould not
be hid (fometimes) from thofe her
Maidens, whofe occafions drew them,
at any time, near her Clofet dore;
and yet are we not at an end of this
good Ladies Devotions; for every
night {he would, her fclf; pray with
her Maidens, before (he went to bed.
And now, isit any wonder, (he grew {o
rich in Grace, who drove fo great,
and conftant a Trade in the means of
Grace, and had fo mapy ways tobring
herin Spiritual gains?”

Thirdly,
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Thirdly, Her Love to God (belides
‘hat already hath been faid ) did ma-
y ways make it felf evident to be of
1high degree. Firfl, The mournful
xmplaints the would make, that fhe
ould love God no more; the reafon
[ which indeed was, becaufe fheloved
im {fo much. Therefore fhe thought
e loved him f{o little, becaufe (he
new {he could never love him enough.
he truth is, the had fuch raifed ap-
rehenfions of Gods Glorious Excel-
ncy, ascaufed her to think her high-
t affections unworthy of him, Noue,
deed, that have fuch high appre-
:nfions of the Divine greatnefs and
vodanefs, canlovehim little, or think
eir love, when moft, to be great.
reondly, The vehement defires, and -
ngings, fhe had to be gone hence,
at fhe might be with Chrit. She
as one of thofe very few Chriftians,
hich, {tood in need of old Mr. Dods
¢ of Exhortation s which [ have heard
> would make to the Saints, in his
reaching : That they wonld be co.f:ren;
au
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and patient, though they were net taken
np to Heaven [0 foon as they defired.
This good man (who was one of the
moft Heavenly Souls that this Age
knew) finding to do this, was {ome-
thing difficult in his own Soul, thought
it was ordinary for others to do the
like s whereas (God knows) moft Chri-
{tians, are of a lower form in Chrilts
School, pronerather to linger too much
here, than to be too hafty of going
hences fo that they need rather Spur
than Bridle, and Minilters have more
reafon ta take hold of them, with the
ftrongelt Arguments they can find, to
draw themn out of the love of this
world (as the Angels did Lot out of
Sodorr) than to make them willing to
continue here. But this Gracious Lady,
knew {o much of Heaven, asmadeher
ftay here tedious to her: the earnelt
option of her Soul was, Come Lord TJefus,
come quickly.  She found to her great
gricf, that her imperfcct {tate on Earth,
made it impoflible to {erve God here
as {he would , and therefore did won-

: derfully
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derfully complain the was unprofitable
and unferviceable 5 and this deep fence
of her unferviccablenefs (while others
admired her fruitfulnefs and ufeful-
nefs) did (till increafe her defires to be,
where all thefe infirmities would be
cured, and where fhe knew her abilit
ould fully correfpond to the height
of her defires fhe had to ferve and
glorifie her God.  Thirdly, Her love
to the Saints, who are born of God,
and have his lively Image ftamped up.
onthem. This in Scripture, is made
onc of the faireflt evidences for our
loveto God. Ewery one that loveth the
Father that begat, loveth him that is be-
gotten, t Johns. 1. A man may love
the Child, and not love his Father ; but
he cannot love him, becaufe he is his
Child, and becaufe he is like his Fa-
ther, but he muft nceds love his Fa-
ther. Yealove him firft and moft, be-
caufe his love to the Child,{prings from
his love to the Father. This Good
Lady then, was a great Lover, doubt-
lefs, of God himfelf, becaufe fhe had
fo
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fo dear an affeltion to his Childnen.
She did not praife the dead Saints, and
perfecute the Liviag 3 the did not pre-
tend love to thofe that lived far from
her, but fhewed kindnefs to them
that lived nearher: She did not fadi-
oufly love fome of one Party, and re-
proach thofe of another. In a word,
(he did not love the Saiats in an equa-
lity with others, from a Natural ten-
dernefs, which difpofeth fome to be
kind to all, good and bad ; but her love
was a Spiritual, Cordial, Special, and
Uniform Love to them. Where-ever
fhe faw any thing of God, her Love
was drawn out towards them, and had
the moft love for thofe, that dil-
covered moft of God 3 fhe loved them
fo, as to delightin converfe and com-
munion with them; yea, and the chief

of her Charity was extended to them.

As for the Faithful Minifters of Chrilt,
whofe Funtion lifts them above pri-
vate Chriftians, few ever exceeded her,
inloving and honouring of themsyea, .
(he loved firlt the Adiniftry,and thenthe

Mini-
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Minifters s profefling ferioully,the great
love and high efteem (he had for them,
was for their dear Mafters fake, whofe
Embafladours they were. Sothat what
I have heard concerning her worthy
Son-in-Law, in Norfolk , Sir Roger
Townfénd, that for his Love tothe Mi-
niftry, he got the title of being called,
Delicie Cleri, The Miwiflers Delight s
may be truly given to her.

Fourthly, Her works of Charity were
remarkable, upon manifold accounts.
Firft, The largenels of her Charity, fo
great indeed it was, that it may well
be admired, how this Tree fhould not
long ago have killed it (elf with over-
bearing. The Trees in our Qrchards

yield their Fruit but once a year,taking.

fo long a time to be put in heart for
bearing again. But her Charity was
dropping Fruit all the year long,” Ma-
ny waysit diffufed it felf; the had Sil-
ver for the Morilefs aliment for the
Hungry, Medicaments for the ‘Sick,

Salves for the Wounded. Abundance

of good fhe did this way, in Town
and
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and Country; fhe did not only give,
but dewifed liberal things. Ifher Ser-
vants knew of any that were in great
need, and did not tell her of'it, fhe
would (when by otherways fhe heard
thereof ) be very angry with them, It
hapned, that an hone(t poor Neighbour
dyed, before fhe knew he was fick, for
which being troubled, fhe asked her
Servant, whether he had wanted in his
Sicknefs, faying, with fome earneft-
nefs, I tell you, I had rather part with
my Gown from my back, than the Poor
fhould want. Secondly, In the prime
objets of her Charity , fhe calt her
feed upon all forts of ground, bute-
{fpecially on Gods enclofure. The
Houfhold of Faith,had her fulleft hand-
fulls; to fuch fhe never thought fhe
gave enough. Thirdly, HerSecreliein
giving. When it might be, (he did not
give her Charity, as fome throw their
Money into a Bafin at a Collection, fo
thatit rings again, but ‘it fell like Oyl
into a veflel, without noife. Fourthly,
Her Sclf-denying Spirit in all thiss fhe

was
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wasno Merit-monger; good Lady,(he ne-
ver thought to purchafe Land in Hea-
ven, with the money fhe gave on Earth,
She was no Merchant to {ell her Cha-
rity, but a Faithful Steward, acknow-
Iedginﬁ, what (he gave, was not her
own, but her Lords money 5 f(he was,
notwith(tanding all her Charity, car-
ried out to a naked Chrift, defiring to
be found alone in him, and his Righ-
teonfnels, as earncftly, as if fhe had
not done one good work in all herlife.
Hear this, Oh ye Papifts, and be a-
(hamed for your notorious flander;
who would make the world believe,
that Proteflant Religion, is too cold a
Soil for Charity to thrive in. Behold
here, a Proteflant Dorcas, fill of good
Works, and Alms-deeds.  Though fhe
had no opinion of Merit to cherifh the
root of her Charity, from which much

of yours comes, had not hope of ex-

piating {ome foul Crimes, or conceit
of meriting Heaven, been at the:bot-
tom of the Charity of many in your
Church, it may be believed, the firlt

ftone
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ftone had this day been to be laid in
fome of your Goodly Hofpitals and
Churches alfo. |
Fifthly, Her Sincerity. This was as
her under Garment, which fhe wore
neareft to her, and gave excellency to
all her other Graces. Many notable
teftimonies there were for this in her,
Firfs, The uniformity of her Holy
Walking 5 her Religion was not like a
drife Snow, which lyeth thick in one
place, and leaves the ground barein
another 3 the Hypocrite hath (ome na-
ked plot in his Converfation, that ren-
ders him fufpicious 3 you may perfwade
him with Herod, to do many things, but
never make him with Saint Panl,willing
in all things to live howeftly.  Butin
this good Ladies Converfation, one part
correfponded admirably with another;
an happy Symmetry appeared in her
whole courfe, towards God and Man,
abroad, and alfo at home, among her
Domeftick Relations, thofe thatlived
conftantly with her, who faw her (as

we are wont to fay) hot and co']d,l in
1er
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her night-cloaths, aswell as when dref
{ed to go abroad. Few, I believe, have
had an higher teltimony for Piety,
from thofe that have lived near, and
long with them, than (he hath from all
that dwelt under her roof.  secondly,
The great freedom fhe gave her Friends
in {peaking to her, of what they faw
amifs 1 her 5 (he was wont much to
applaud the priviledge of having a
Faithful Friend, faying, others might
fee more by us, thanweby our felves;
the would allo fay, *7is a great merey
to be convinced of any fin. 1birdly, Her
Faith, which was wont to be then
{trongeft, when death appeared near-
elt. Like that great Souldier I have
read of, who would tremble every
joynt, whillt his Armour was putting
on in his Tent, but without all fear,
when he engaged in the Battel. A
little more thana Twelve-month fince,
fhe fell into a long (wound, which la«
fted about half an hour, without any
vifible hopes of her recovery 3 but as

foon as fhe came again to her fclf, {he
faid,
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{aid,Tkpow nty Redcemeer liveth 5 and be-
ing conveighed to her chamber, there,
again, I know whome I have trufted: An
Hypocrites hope is compared, to the
giving np the Ghofl, Job 11. 20. And
in this particular not unlike. As ady-
ing man, his breath grows fhorter
and fhorter, till at the Jaft it is quite
puffed out 5 {o commonly the Hypo-
crites hope lefleneth, as death grows
nearer, and commonly expires, before

* the man himfelf doth, |
Sixthly, Her Humility. This we may
call her upper Garment, with which fhe
{trived to cover her other Excellencies,
though their Beauty was rendered the
more confpicuous and amiable, by ca-
fting this veil over it.  Grace, indeed,
is like an Oyntment, which the clofer
it 1s held in a mans hand, the more
ftrongly it fends forth his {weet {cent.
Oh how meanly did fhe think of her
felt? fhe faw not how her own Face
fhined, whilc others beheld and ad-
mired. Ever complaining (he was ufe-
lefs, and unprofitable,and did no good.
Never
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ever fpake fhe of her Perfetions,
tfrequently of her Imperfections and

worthinel 5. yed, flie. would oftern’

1, Tabhor my felf; indeed 1db. How
fie of accefs, for the meaneft to come
q lier prefence ? how affable, couy-
s, and lowly to the pooreft ? many
ies, when her very Servantshad done
ufinefs well, (he had fet them about,
» would fay.I thank you, to them,

*'Law of kindnefi wasin her Tongue,

whomfoever (he fpake.
[ havebut a word or two to (peak of
' gracious behaviourinherlaft Sick--

5, and" I fhall fay no' more of this =

nourable Perfons her Pains was

ngy-but her Patience’ {tronger 5 ne- -

was fhe heard to mutter, or utter

repining words but juftified God

(I his procéedings with her. Yea:
¢, fhe was much in admiring and’
fing God for his Mercies, in her
teft Pains and greateft Agonies.
v doth this Blefled Soul now Carol
h the :Prai(¢s of God in Heawen?-
» cotild fing them (o fweetly, w[hilre

- L thels



14v ALyl LaudUt D Webard

thefe tharp Thorns were at her Breaft?
that could keep her Heart in tune for
this high note, in her greateft bodily
pains and dolours? She was not with-
out aflaultsfrom Satan : it were {irange
indeed, if he fhould not have confi-
dered this Pretious Servant of Chrilft,
andnot offered her {fome difturbanceat
* this time, whom he had found fo great
and old an enemy to him, and hisKing-
dom of darknefs; but he came only to
be beaten back with fhame, and to
add more Trophies to all her former
Viltories over him. The lalt words
which, I' find, wege obferved to be
{poken by her, (bef®re a flecping Le-
thargy feifed on her poor fpent hody,
(whichin two days carried her off the
ftage of thislife) were, How fhall I do
20 be thank ful 2 how fball I do 1o praifé
my God? Thus the ended her lifehere,
in the excrcile of that Duty, which
was to be her conftant endlefs work in

that life {he was now entriug tnto.
I have done fpeaking of this Elelt
Lady, and have now only fome refle-
¢tions,
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Eﬁons to make from what I have (aid “
>nher, upon our {elves.

_ Firft, Let usall beftirred upto give
Sod the praife of thofe his Graces,
vhich he {o abundantly poured into
his EleCt Viellels her light hath fhined
ery radiently- before moft of your
yes, her good Works you have {een,
nd many of you been refrelhed by
hem 5 now glorifie your Father which
sin Heavea 5 think 1t not enough to
o bome and fay,(he was a good Lady,
pretious Chriftian indeed 3 but as
our eye pafleth through the Air, and
ayet@ not till it terminateth on the
a3 10 let your thoughts not ftay in-
e admiring_ of her Perfedions, but
s from her, and fix upon God the
'onor, and Father of all thefe good
id perfect gifts. Say not only, the
asagood Lady, but oh how good and
acious is God, to fill fuch a poor
wrthen veflel, with fo much of his
cavenly Trealure. 4gain, Let. us

efs God, who'hath fo happily finifhed,
| Y Ner-

)
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her courfe, and delivered her from the
fhares and miferies of this evil world,
The Souls of the decealed Saints, are
above our Prz;{ying for them, being at
reft in-a'glorified ftate 5 they are be.
neath our praying to them, being (il
but Creatures in Heaven, though glo-
rifieds butthey may, and ought to be
the fubjelts of our Thankigiving unto
God. This is a duty, therefore, the
greater, becaufe itis for the greateft of
Mercies, that which crowns the whole
feries of Gods gracious paft Providen-
ces to them. If you thinkyour felves
engaged to ble(s God for your Fricnds,
whom God hath brought fafe hgpe to
you, after a long and dangerou‘gour-
ney, or recovered out of a perillous
Sicknefs? how muchmore then fhould
we be thankful, to fee any of our
Godly Friends, carried (afeto the end
of this great journey, and landed at
their Heavenly Fathers Houfe? not
recovered from a Sicknefs, which is but
an adjournment to death 3 but to have
(hot deaths gulf, and to be fet'everla-
{tingly above 1t? L Se
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secondly, Let the radient Excellen-
cies that were in her, humble us for
her Deficiencies. A coorfe piece of
Clotli, never appears fo coorfe, as when
laid by a fine; nora Dwarff o0 1ow, as
when f{et by one that is tall. How
may her knowledge in the Scriptures,
fhame the ignorance of many of us?
Her awful fear of God, the little reve-
rence we have of the Divine Majefty »
Her zeal for God, our coldnefs ? Her
reverence in the Worfhip of God, the
rudenefs of many, who behave them-
felves therein, as if God Almighty,and
they were fellows? Her charitable
Spirit, and large Heart, whereby the
concerned her {elf in the wants and
micries of others, the narrow and
felfith Spirits of manhy? who like the
Hedghog, wrap themfelves upin their
own {oft wool, and turn out briftles to
all others.  Or, who fay with that
tac. Monk , ftroking his own filled
Paunch, 1f'it be well heve, all is well 3
though others be thithering with . cold,
pining with hunger.  How may her
L 3 Humility,
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Humility, which hid fo great Excel-
lencies in her, from her own obfer.
vance, put them to the blafh, that are
puffed up with their poor pittance of
gifts or graces? much more, thofe
who are {welled with a fancy of having
that, which none can f(ee they have,
In a word, How may her Patience, un-
der great Affli¢tions,reproach the mut-
murings of many, when they feel bug
a little fmart from a gentle Correlti-
on? as if they would tura again upon
God, and fnatch the Rod out of his
hand? I might fay, I fear too mady,
that [eem here to mourn for the lofs of
this good Lady, as Chriltto the Fews,
Weep not for ber, but weep for your felves,
that you are {o unlike to what fhe
was. -

' Thirdly, Let the high meafures of
Grace, this Pretious Servant of God
attained to, encourage all weak Chri-
ftians to prefs forward, after further
degrees of Grace.Sit not {till for fhame,
at the bottom of this Hill, when yoy
fcc how high fhe got in Grace and
L & e o : _ GOd"
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Godlinefs. She hath not drawn upthe
Ladder after her 5 take her courfe,tread
in her fteps; and by Gods bleffing,
though thou mayft not come to her
pitch here, yet thou fhalt have far more
than now thou haft. She did not grow
thus rich in Grace, with 1dlenefs and
floth, but by Gods bleffing on her di-
ligence, in the ufe of means. She did
not become fo eminent by proudly
thinking her felf {o to be, but by Hu-
mility,and Poverty of Spirit.Many had
been better, if they had not thought

themfelves to be better than they

were. ,
Fourthly, A word to you that had
the priviledge to live in her Family :
For Gods fake look to your felves;
happy you, if the holy Example you
had in her, and extraordinary means
of Grace youenjoyed under her roof,
have had a kindly and powerful effe&
inyou; if they have produced a feri-
ous refolution for an holy life.. But
wo be ta you, that (hall bringa pro-
phane and wicked Spirit outof fuch a
| | L4 - Pious
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Pious Family 5 ithink‘ferioul]y,. how {ad
it will ‘be, to live fo near Heaven ih
this world, as there you did, and at
Jaft to mifs of Heavea inthe other.
. Fifthly, To thofe that are privi-
ledged ‘with Noble Birth, or Gentile
Extraction, learn from this Lady. s the
beft way in the world, to make the
Tribute of Honour, which s your due,
furcly and chearfully to be payed you;
tale hut the fame courfe that this Gras
cious Lady, and Noble Lord her Hus-
band did, and I dare promife, you fhall
btain it. ‘Labour to be good, and to
lo good, be not afraid, or afhamed
to be Religious; own Godin his Holy
Ways, .and Holy Ones; and then you
{hall be Honoured of all, but by thol¢
that refufe to Honour God himfelf¢
And who would accept of Honour at
their hands, who rob God of his? you_
have the Word of God for this, Them
that honour’ wee, Iwill hononr,1 Sam.2.30:
Ly Huwility, and thefear of the Lord,
are Riches, and Honour,and Life, Prov.
22.4. A place of Scripture, which God
T T s e fulfilled
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fulfilled, remarkably, in the deceafed -

Lady. Tt fareth with Gentlemens Ho-
nouts, as it ‘doth’ with Tradefmens
Wares, which while they are made

true and good, their price keeps up in

the Market 3 but when' they are made
with little caré, and of bad ftuff, theq
it falls, and they hardly go offt -

Oh defile not your Honours by any’

debaucheries s Dignitas in indigno ef?
ornamentume in Luto, faith Salvian,

What pity 1s it a Scarlet Cloak (hould -

be {opt in a fwill tub? The corruption
of the beft is the worft. I do not clear
thofe of fin, who do not give him the
Honour due to his Title and Place,

that is unworthy of them; but me~

thinks, that thofe whom God hath lefi
fo high in dignity above others, fhould
confider, that 1tis their duty, and wifs
dom alfo, to fhun all that may lead
their Inferjouys into this Temptation.
How can he be free,to complain of o~
thers, denying him his Honour, who l}y

his own prophanene(s and wickedne
calts
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‘more difhonour on himfelf, than any
other cando? Tobe dl(honourable, s
wor(e than to be difhonoured, asmuch
as a finis worfe, than an aﬁllﬂlon The
Good and Pious, are fometimes dif-
honoured by ‘thofe that are wicked,
even for that which is their highelt Ho-
nour 3 butitis fin and  wickednefs that
makes a per{on dilhonourable, as alfo it
dotha. Nation, Prev. 14. 35. But fin is
a reproach to any People

L T

FINIS.




An Epitaph on the Right Hynoyrable,
and Religions, the Lady Vere, Wife
10 the moft Noble, and Valiant Lord
Horatio Vere , Baron of “Tilbury,
who dyed, Decemb. 25. 1671, in the
.90 Year of ber Age. |

Eneath this Marble Stone doth lye
BWonder of Age, and Piety., |
So Old, fo Good 3 twas hard to fay
Which ftriving in her won the day,

Or had molt power to bow her down,
Her Age, or her Devotion, |
Her Piety made the World confefs
Old Age no bar to fruitfulnefs.

Her Age again {o wondrous great,
Prov'd Piety never out of Date:
Well may fhe then a wonder go,
Whenas, to prove her to be {o, |
| | The



~1t Elegy,
~The two grand Topicks do agree,
Both scripture and Antiquits, |
,-’l'z;:_s was fhe like (none ever more)
That widow of above Fourfeore,
Who ferving God both day and night,
At laft of Jefus gat a fight.

Nay ftill, like her, in Temple, the
‘Her Saviour waits, once more tg fee.

On Her flecping Three days together,
| " before fhe dyed.

Deaths Brother, Sleep, her Senfes ty'd
Three days, and then fhe waking dy’d.
_Sleep was the Effay of Death’s Cup,
Which firlt fhe fipt; then drankall up.
Thus Swimmers fir(t with foot explore
The Gelid ftream, then venture o're.
Thus jtartyr, for a Tryal, fislt

Into the fire his Finger thruft,

To fnip a Pattern of the flame,

Then clothes his Body with the fame.
Thus spies to Canaans Land are {ent,
To view the Countries e’re they went.
Sleep was the Mask, in which fhe faw
The Promis’d Land, Incognita.

' N Which
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Which done, fhe only wak’t, to tell
By-ftanders, that (he fil't it well,
Then, Reader, ifthou wonder’ftat
Her Three days Sleep 5 remember that
Three days to view the Triple-Heaven,
(One day {pent ineach Court ) makes even,-
But, Reader, whenthou think'{t upon
Her Third days Refurrettion,
I€ thou'rt amaz’d, wonder no more
Her Saviour did fo before.

on' her dying juft on the duy ofﬂbriﬁ':
Nativity.

Long time fhe {leeping lay, but could not dye”
Unti] the day of Chrifts Nativity.

No wonder then She flept and flumbereds
It was becaufe the Bridegroon: tarried,

Os Her Nobility.

Noble her (¢If, more Noble, ‘caufe (o near
To the Thrice Noble, and Vitorious vere.
That Belgick Lyon, whofe loud fame didroar,
Heard fromthe Gerwan to the Britifh floar.
His"
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His Trophies fhe was Joyntur'd in. (fo fay
The [Eiaw yers) Wivesthine by their Hufhands
ay. .. o
See therefore now, how by his fide fhe {tands,
Triumphing midft the Graves, thofe Nether-
. lands. | ‘ |
Rather in Heaven. Thofe only we confefs,
Aretruly call'd, Th United Provinces.

Charles Darby,
Reflor of Kediton iz Suffolk.’

Tpon



Upon the Death of the Right Honour=
able, Lady Mary Vere.

Hat Marble Heart can chufe but drop’
a Tear, : :
At the fad Funeral of the Lady vere! (isdry
Whofe Death’s a publick lofs? Our fpring
That many an empty Cifltern did fupply.
God deckt her Heaven-born Soul with Gems
Divine .
Of various luftre, which did make her fhine
Thatall that {tood about herfaw the light;
She made it day, evenin the darkeft night.
Her bounteous Hand, and truly noble Heart
Did noble Gifts tomultitudes impart,
She was a flowing Spring,a Mine of Treafure.
To ferve her Lord, and do good, was her
pleafure. .
Pattern of Goodnefs, and a Pillar too,
ﬁ‘b“’ fuch lofles might the World undo.
" ‘ She
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She gave her felf fo Chrift with heart and
aight, - ‘ .

And was with him inSpirit day and night;
Andwhen his Feltival beganonEarth, -
But kept in Heaven with purer joy and mirth,
Shelonged to be there, whic¢h made her fitg
Her Nunc Dimittis, and her Soul took wing,
Tofingher Carol among tholethat are
Without temptation, fault, offence, or jar.
But when arriv'd, no Mortal can declare’
What joysin Heaven 5 & what welcomes are
For this devoted Saint 5 whilft here on Earth’
Wemix Sin with our Songs, Tears with our
Mirth. o |
8he’s gone, but never perith'fhall her Name,
Her works abide to Eternize her Fame.
Anagr. Vere mira. :
Mirrour of Bleffings ! for what tongue cantell,
For Grace and Greatne(s where's her parallel.

Edward Tgam;m

I
wl



Inn obitum Nobiliffime leStiffimeq; He-
roine, Marie, Iluftriffimi fortiffimiq;
Ducis Horatii Vere Baronis de Til-
bury, Vidue, Carmen Epitaphinm.

Nobib'tzz.r tibi Vera fuit, Prudemtia Vera
Vera tibi Pietas, & tibi Vera Fides.
Vera Dei cultrix fueras, & Vera Mariti »
- Quaqs witent, aderant omma pera tibi.
Acciderit tandem quod Mors tibi vera, do-
lendum::
Excepto hoc, dete fingula vera juvant.

Ssimon Ford. 8. T. De

M On



On the Death of the Right Honourable,
and Truly Religions, the Lady Vere,

Qarie Vere
Ever. I arme.

Tribute who can here pretend
To pay, but he who hathto {pend
Whole Indies of refined Ore,
Ready to bring out of his (tore,
Which after all will prove to be
Tco mean, yea bankrupt beggary.

- See Name, Relation, Sate of Grace
Do march in correlpondent pace,
Daring all Enemies to withftand
Her Generous Soul, or Countermand,
Its refolution ne're to yield,

“But {till to fight, and win the Field.
Ever I arm, and fo do wait

My Captains Word, on Feesdeccit,

Or when he mufters up his {trength,

Hoping to vanquith me at length ,
Yet
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Yet then I faint not, but being arm'd
Through Grace I {tood and was not harm'd.
Here, here’s a She maintain’d the Fight,
Remained Conquerefsin defpight
Of all his Forces, till at laft
Praifes and Thanks weré her repalt ;
Thus Faith, and Hope, and Patience,
Triumphant rode i'th’ Chariot Hence.
But how founds this ever [ arm
Suiting a Lady once i'th’ Arm,
Of fuch General whofe {tory |
Embalms our Nations dying GloryA’
Embroiders R ecords with his Name,
Out-bids the.narrow mouth of Fame.
Gurnall difplay thy Magazine,
Here thy whole Armour may be feen
Bright and well us’d, well buckledon,
A Cuirafeer, who having won
Many a Battel, now receives
The Crown which her great Captain gives.
Maria Vere '

Jam re vera.
Jans ve vera feror fuper aftra, beata trinmpho,

Expellan(qs din [pefqs Fide(qy fatur.
M2 - Anthony Withers.



On the much Lamented Death, of the

/4 orthy 6f all Memory, the Right Ho-
nourable, the Lady Vere.

Hrough Floods of Tears my Mufe did
wade, ‘
Tofeek thele Mourners, and thisfhade:
That {he, poor heart | might fit and tell,
A grief defrauding Parable.

If in the dark fhe chufeto walk,
Or with Ambages mar her talk;
Or too flow paces feems to gos
Admit Clofe Mourocer {o to do.

If Speech, or Memory, do fail,

Or if, perchance, fhe wear her Veil,

A day, afize or two toolong

Wink at fmall faults in Mourncrs Song,

Unto a Noble Favourite,
From Holy Land, by his own Sprite, -
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An Clogp.

The King of Glory,and l{énowﬂ,
Sent a choice Jewel of his Crown,

A Casket firft he did prepare,
Whercin to put this Jewel rare
Then thislarge token of his Love,
He dropt into it from above.

It was a cur’ous Artifice 3

Of all brave works'the Mafter-picces
Mot worthy of that skilful hand, |
Which form’d all things on Sea and Land.

Its Subftance was more pure than Gold :
More worth than thoufands, though twice
For kind the beft, of fittelt fizes (told.
Which much in little did comprize.

It in form a Heart refembl’d,

A fingle Heart, that ne're diffembl'd 5

A broken Heart, that often trembl’d,

A bleeding Heart, molt deeply humbl’d,

Upon the Table of this Heart,

Not in proportion, but in part 3

The graver by Divine imprefs,

Set th’ Image of his Holinef.

In it Twelve Pretions Stones were fet,
(None fuchin Princes Coronet)
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In lovely order, and in place;
By three, and three, with goodly Grace.

I'th® firelt row Faith, Hope, Charity 3
Next Temperance, Vertue, Purity 3
‘Then Mecknels, Kindnefs, Verity ;

I'th’ laft, Love, ieal, and Conftancy.

I'th’ midlt there ftood a maffy thing,
Fit for a Royal Spoufes Ring;
Humility men did it call,

This was the Gracing Grace of all,

Repentant Teears, to Pearls converted,
In the borders ftood well forted :
Where they ingreatnefs, andin (how,
In goodnef(s too, did daily grow.

In early times it took a fall,

And thereby loft its Graces all 5
It fell into a lothfom Lake,
Which did it foul and filthy make.

‘Yet a great Prince did not difdain,
To take it up and ope’ a vein

JIn his own fide, and with pure blood
Walh off the foyl, and make it good.
This fall its Glory did impatr,

This Friend its Breaches did repair 3

*Caufe



2An Elegy,

*Caufe mending would not ferve, he knew,
He melted, moulded, made it new.

Then like a Glorious Sunit (hin’d,

With Rays mof(t bright, enough to blind,
Prefumptuous eyés which turn’d that way,
To fee what twas out fhin’d the day.

Th's Jem the owner of his Grace,
Mot freely lent usfor the {pace,

Of fomewhat more than Ninety Yearss
So long this Pendant deck’t our Ears.

But now, alas! for non-payment

Of Tribute Praife, ancafie Rent,

It’s fetch’'d away in great difpleafure.
Oh what's the Jofs of fuch a treafure ?

Put ofl thy Vizard Mask my Mufe,
And don’t our Patience {till abufe;
Nor expectation higher raife :

But name the perfon thou doft praife.

Content, for furel am too blame,
Solong to fmother that great Name,
Which inall Countries where it came,
Wascrown’d with Honour and with Fame.

The Noble Soul defcribed here,
Was one to God, and man moft dears

Who




An Etegy, -

‘Who in Devotion had no peer.,. -
The G}'eat Good Lady Mary Vere. i3

EPITAPH
HE Casket of this ]éwcl rare, | i  §
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With deep laments we here Interre.

In hallow'd ground, which yet grows proud,

‘OFf purer Earth tobe the fhroud.

And thou fair fhrine, in whofe clofe womb, = -
. This Holy Relick we intomb 3 2
Preferv’t with care, andonit try g dk
- What may be done by Chimiftry. , :

That when the Trump faith, dead arife,

+ Thou mayf(t fend forth thy wealthy prizes.

Ev'ry Particle well calcin’d,
And every duft double refin’d.

Richard Howlest, |
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